Hoe vero occultum, inteftinum, domeſticum malum, non 
modo non exiſtit, verum etiam opprimit, antequam N 
cere atque explorare potueris. | 


4 


. 


1 


% 


OF THE PRESENT 


DISCONTENTS, 


Cie. 


. ; * — * 
* 
\ . . 
* ” * * 1 - 
* — * , - © * * 
x | 4 a * "= s & . — 
FP wt o " . 
* * = 
1 7 , +1 . = * #4 + 4 Os i 
& 4 - 5 C «. 18 — o * [4 7 
1088 . n pI N 1 im men 
. 19 38 1 „„ IR. - * —— — 
* 
* * ” 
* * 
1 — 
W „ — 891 ® ” we . © ws 2 xy woug © 
91 — - - . 4 - + 2 —— ka „ 
% . j 
* 
at 
* o 
ad o 
* 
J. 
1 
F 2 # 
* 
* 
* 
dy 
& . . , 
J 4 
* 
<#. -. I 2 va 
; r 2. 10 101 
983 a 


42 25 > 


* 
* 


* 

7 

KY 
. 


1 


wy 


THOUGHTS 
FEE CAUSE. 


OF THE PRESENT. 
DISCONTENTS. 


—  —_ lt. — * 


— — — „ — * mW — 
wa 


* 0 


T is an undertaking of ſome degree of de- 

licacy to examine into the cauſe of public 
liforders, If a man happens not to ſucceed in = 
ſuch an enquiry, he will be thought weak and 14 
viſionary ; if he touches the true grievance, there 
is a danger that he may come near to perſons of 
weight and conſequence, who will rather be ex- 
aſperated at the diſcovery of their errors, than 
thankful for the occaſion of correcting them. 
Ifthe ſhould be obliged to blame the favourites 
of the people, he wall be conſidered as the tool 
of power; if he cenſures _ in power, he will 


— 


** 
nl mad 


RT OT i th es — 
2 — . 8 » 
= 


e 
U . : $ ö | 2 s : 


2 THOUGHTS ON THE CAUSE OF 
be looked on as an inſtrument of faction. But 
in all exertions of duty ſomething is to be hazard- 
ed. In caſes of tumult and diſorder, our law 
has inveſted every man, in ſome ſort, with the 
authority of a magiſtrate. When the affairs of 
the nation are diſtracted, private people are, by 
the ſpirit of that law, juſtified in ſtepping a 
little out of their ordinary ſphere. They enjoy 
a privilege, of ſomewhat more dignity and 
effect, than that of idle lamentation over the 
calamities of their country. They may look 
into them narrowly; they may reaſon, upon 
them "liberally ; and if they ſhould” be ſo fortu- 
nate as to diſcover the true ſource of the miſchief, 
and to ſuggeſt any probable method of removing 
it, though they may diſpleaſe the rulers for the 
diy, they are certainly of ſervice to the cauſe of 
Government. Government is deeply intereſted 
in every thing which, even through the medium 


of ſome temporary uneaſineſs, may tend finally 


to compoſe the minds of the ſubject, and to 
conciliate their affections. I have nothing to do 
here with the abſtract value of the voice of the 
People. But as long as: reputation, the moſt 


_ 


>, precious poſſeſſion of every individual, and as 


long as opinion, the great (ſupport of the State, 
depend entirely upon that voice, it can never 


be conſidered as a thing of little conſequence 
either to individuals or to Government. ations 
are not primarily ruled by laws ; leſs by violence. 


in force or regulation ; the operation of both 
is, in truth, merely inſtrumental. Nations ate 
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Whatever original energy may be ſuppoſed either 
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THE PRESENT DISCONTENTS. 3 
gdverned by the ſame methods, and on the ſame 


principles, by which an individual without 


authority is often able to govern thoſe who are 


his Equals or his ſuperiours; by a knpwledge 


of their temper, and by a judicious management 
of it; I mean, — when public affairs are 
ſteadily and quietly conducted; not when Go- 
vernment is nothing but a continued ſcuffle be- 
tween the magiſtrate and the multitude; in 
which ſometimes the one and ſometimes the 
other is uppermoſt; in which they alternately 
yield and prevail, in a ſeries of contemptible 
victories and ſcandalous ſubmiſſions. The 
temper of the people amongſt whom he preſides 
ought therefore to be the firſt ſtudy of a Stateſ- 
man. And the knowledge of this temper it is 
by no means impoſſible for him to attain, if 
he has not an intereſt in being ignorant of what 
it is his duty to learn. — 
To complain of the age we live in, to murmur 
at the — nt poſſeſſors of power, to lament the 
paſt, to conceive extravagant hopes of the 
future, are the common diſpoſitions of the 
greateſt 9 of mankind; indeed the neceſſary 
effects of the ignorance and levity of the vulgar. 
Such complaints and humours have exiſted in 
all times; yet as all times have not been alike, 


true political ſagacity manifeſts, itſelf,” in diſ- 


tinguiſhing that complaint which only cha- 
racterizes the general infirmity of human nature, 
from thoſe which are ſymptoms of the par- 
ticular N of our own air a 
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Nobody, I believe, will conſider it merely as 
the language of ſpleen or diſappointment, if I 
ſay, that there is ſomething particularly alarm 
ing in the preſent: conjuncture. There is hardly 
a. man in or out of power who holds any Ne | 
language. That Ggvernment is at once dread 
_ —_— .that the laws are deſpoiled of 
all their reſpetted and ſalutary terrors; that. 
| their inaction is a ſubject of ridicule, and their 
| exertion of abhgrrence; that rank, and office, 
and title, and all the folemn plauſibilities of the 
world, have loſt their revexence and effect; that 


| our foreign politicks are as much deranged as 


our domeſtic oeconomy.; that our. dependencies 
| are ſlackened in their affection, lJooſened 
from their obedience; that we know neither 
how. to yield nor bow. to inforce.; that hardly 
any thing above or below, abroad or at home, is 
ſound and entire; but that diſconnexion and 
confuſion, in offices, in parties, in families, in 
Parliament, in the nation, prevail beyond the 


diſorders of any former time: theſe are facts 
| en, admitted and lamented. | 


This. ſtate of things. is the more extraordinary, 
becauſe the great parties which formerly divided 
and. agi the kingdom are known to be in a 
manner entirely diſſolved. No o great external 
calamity has viſited the nation; no peſtilence 
or famine. We do not labour at preſent under 
any ſcheme. of taxation new or oppreſſive in 
the quantity or in the mode. Nor are we en- 
gaged-in unſucceſsful war; in which, our mif- 

ortunes might ecafily pervert our Judgement 
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and our minds, ſore from the loſs of national 
glory, might feel every blow of Fortune as a 


crime in Government. 


It is impoſſible that the cauſe of this ſtrange 


_ diſtemper ſhould not ſometimes become a ſub- 


ject of diſcourſe. It is a compliment due, and 
which I willingly pay, to thoſe who adminiſter 


our affairs, to take notice in the firſt place of 


their ſpeculation. Our Miniſters are of opinion, 
that the increaſe of our trade and manufaQures, . 
that our growth by colonization and by con- 


queſt; have concurred to accumulate immenſe + 


ueit, nave concurred to accumulate immente +, 
wealth in the hands of ſome individuals; and this 


again being diſperſed amongſt the people, has 
rendered them univerſally proud, ferocious, and 
ungovernable ; that the inſolence of ſome from 
their enormous wealth, and the boldneſs of others 
from a guilty poverty, have rendered them ca- 
pable of the moſt atrocious attempts; ſo that 
they have trampled upon all ſubordination, and 
violently born down-the unarmed laws of a free 
Government; barriers too feeble againſt the 
fury of a populace ſo fierce and licentious as 
ours. They contend, that no adequate provo- 
cation has been given for ſo ſpreading a diſcon- 
tent; our affairs having been conducted through- 
out with remarkable temper and conſummate 
wiſdom. The wicked induſtry of ſome libellers, 
joined to the intrigues of a few diſappoitited po- 
liticians, have, in their opinion, been able to pro- 
duce this unnatural ferment in the nation. 
Nothing indeed can be more unnatural than 
the preſent. convulſions of this country, if the 
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6 THOUGHTS ON THE CAUSE OF | 
above account be a true one. I confeſs I ſhall 
aſſent to it with great reluctance, and only on 
the compulſion of the cleareſt and firmeſt proofs ; 
becauſe their account reſolves itſelf 55 this 
ſhort, but diſcouraging propoſition, That we 
« have a very good Miniſtry, but that we are a 
« yery bad people ;” that we ſet. ourſelves to 
bite the hand that feeds us; that with a malig- 
' nant inſanity we oppoſe the meaſures, and un- 
gratefully vilify the perſons, of thoſe, whoſe ſole 
object is our own peace and proſperity. If a 
few puny libellers, acting under 'a knot of fac- 
tious politicians, without virtue, parts, or cha- 
racer (ſach they are conſtantly repreſented by 
theſe gentlemen), are ſufficient to excite this 
diſturbance, very perverſe muſt be the diſpoſition 
of that people, amongſt whom ſuch a diſturbance 
can be excited by ſuch means. It is beſides 
no ſmall aggravation of the public misfortune, - 
that the diſcaſe, on this hypotheſis, appears to 
be without remedy. If the wealth of the nation 
be the cauſe of 1. turbulence, TI imagine it is 
not propoſed to introduce poverty, as a conſtable 
to keep the peace. If our dominions abroad 
"are the roots which feed all this rank luxuriince 
2 of ſedition, it is not intended to cut them off 
"Lo order to famiſh the fruit. If our liberty has 
'enfeebled the executive power, there is no de- 
'Þgn, I hope, to call in the aid of deſpotiſm, to 


fl up the deficiencies of law. Whatever ny 


be intended, theſe things are not yet profeſſe 

We ſeem therefore to "be driven to abſolute 

, 88 we have no other materials to 
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work upon, but thoſe out of which God has 
been pleaſed to form the inhabitants of this 
iſland. If theſe be radically and eſſentially viti- 
ous, all that can' he faid is, that thoſe men are 
very unhappy, to whoſe fortune or duty it falls 
to adininiſter the affairs of this untoward people. 
I hear it indeed ſometimes aſſerted, that a ſteady 
perſeverance in the preſent meaſures, and a ri- 
gorous .puniſhment of thoſe who oppoſe them, 
will in courſe. of time infallibly put an end to 
theſe diſorders. But this, in my opinion, is ſaid 
without much obſervation of our preſent diſpo 
ſition, and without any knowledge at all of the 
general nature of mankind. If the matter of 
which this nation is compoſed be fo very fer- 
mentable as theſe gentlemen deſcribe it, leaven 
never will be wanting to work it up, as long as 
_ diſcontent, revenge, and ambition, have ex- 
iſtence in the world. Particular puniſhments are | 
the cure for accidental diſtempers in the State ; 
they inflame rather than allay thoſe heats which; 
_ ariſe from the ſettled miſmanagement of the 
Government, or from a natural ill diſpoſition in 
the people. It is of the utmoſt moment not to 
make miſtakes in the uſe of ſtrong meaſures ; ] 


and firmneſs is then only a virtue when it ac 
companies the moſt perfect wiſdom. la truth 
FS inconſtancy i is a fort of natural correctie of folly 
and ignorance. 
I am not one of thoſe who think that the 1 AT. 
people are never in the wrong. They have been 
io, frequently and outrageouſly, both in other | 
8 3 and in this. But I do ſay, that in all! 
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diſputes between them and their rulers, the 
reſumption is at leaſt upon a par in favour of 

the people, . Experience may perhaps. juſtify me 


in going further. Where popular diſcontents 


have been very prevalent ; it may well be affirm- 
ed and ſupported,. that there has been generally 
| ſomething found amiſs in the conſtitution, or 
in the. conduct of Government. The people 
have no intereſt in diſorder. When they do 


FF i... 


wrong, it is their exror, and not their crime. 
Pot oath the governing part of the State, its 
ar otherwiſe. They certainly may act ill b 
dengn, as well as by miſtake. 66 8 
% qui arrivent dans les grands etats ne ſont point 
% un effett du hazard, ni du caprice des peuples. 
Rien ne revolte les grands d'un royaume 
& comme un Gouvernement foible et derange. 


% PL. I populace, ce A. l lamais par __envie 
% d"attaquer quelle ſe ſouleve, mais par inpatience 
\« & fouffrir*.” Theſe are the words of a great 
man; of a. Miniſter of ſtate; and a zealous. 
aſſertor of Monarchy. They are applied to the 
Syſtem of Favouritiſm which was adopted by 
Henry the Third of France, and to the dreadful 


| conſequences it produced. | What he ſays of re- 


| volutions, is equally true of all great diſturbances. 


If this preſumption in favour of the ſubjects 
againſt the truſtees of power be not the more 


probable, T am ſure it is the more comfortable 


ſpeculation; becauſe it is more eaſy to change 
an adminiſtration than to reform a people. 
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Upon a ſuppoſition, therefore, that in the 


opening of the cauſe the preſumptions ſtand 


equally balanced between the parties, there 


ſeems ſufficient ground to entitle any perſon to 


a fair hearing, who attempts ſome other ſcheme 


beſide that caſy one which is faſhionable in ſome 
faſhionable companies, to account for the pre- 
ſent diſcontents, It is not to be argued that 
we endure no grievance, becauſe our grievances 


asre not of the ſame fort with thoſe under which 


we laboured formerly ; not preciſely thoſe which 
we bore from the Tudors, or vindicated on the 
Stuarts. A great change has taken place in the 
affairs of this country. For in the filent lapſe 
of events as material alterations have been in- 
ſenfibly brought about in the policy and cha- 


rafter of governments and nations, as thoſe which 
| have been marked by the tumult of public re- 


# 


volutions. | : | | 

It is yery rare indeed for men to be wrong in 
their, feelings concerning public miſconduct ; 
as rare, to be right in their ſpeculation upon 
the cauſe of it. I have conſtantly obſerved, 
that the generality of people are fifty years, at 


leaſt, behind-hand in their politicks, There 


are but very few, who are capable of com- 
paring. aod.. digeſting what paſſes before their 
eyes at different times and occaſions, ſo as 40 
form the whole - into, a. diſtinct ſyſtem. Bat 


in baoks every thing is ſettled for them, with- 
out the exertion of any conſiderable diligence or 


ſagacity. For which reaſon men are wiſe with 
but little reflexion, and good with little ſelf- 


denial, 


„ 
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denial, in the buſineſs of all times except their 


own.” We are very uncorrupt and tolerably 
* "enlightened judges of the tranſactions of paſt 


ages; where no paſſions deceive, and where 


"the whole train of circumſtances,, from the 


_ trifling cauſe to the tragical event, is ſet in an 


orderly ſeries before us. Few are the partizans 


of departed tyranny ; and to be a Whig on the 


buſineſs of a ears ago, is very con- 


ſiſtent with every advantage of preſent ſervility. 
This retroſpective wiſdom, and hiſtorical patri- 
otiſm, are things of wonderful convenience; 


and ſerve admirably to reconcile the old quarrel - 
between ſpeculation and practice. Many a ſtern 


republican, after gorging himſelf with a full 


fleaſt of admiration of the Grecian common- 


wealths and of our true Saxon conſtitution, and 
diſcharging all the ſplendid bile-of his virtuous 


" indignation on King John and King James, fits 
 . down perfectly ſatisfied to the coaxſeſt work and 


' homelieſt job of the day he lives in. I believe 


there was no profeſſed admirer of Henry the 


_- Eighth among the inſtruments of the laſt King 


James; nor in the court of Henry the Eighth, 


was there, I dare ſay, to be found a fingle'advo- 


cate for the favourites of Riehard the Second. 


No complaiſance to our Court, or to our age, 


can make me believe nature to be ſo changed, 


but that public liberty will be among us, as 


among our anceſtors, obnoxious to ſome perſon 
or other; and that opportunities will be fur- 


C 


niſhed, for attempting at leaſt. ſome alteratign 
to the prejudice of our conſtitution, Theſe | 
AS | attempts | 
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attempts will naturally vary in their mode ac- 


cording to times and circumſtances, _ For ambi- 
tion, though it has ever the ſame general VIEWS, 
has not at all times the ſame means; nor the 
ſame particular objects. A great deal of the 
furniture of ancient tyranny is worn” to rags; 
the reſt is entirely out of faſhion. Beſides, 
there are few Stateſmen fo very clumſy and 
awkward in their'buſineſs, as to fall into the 
identical ſnare which has proved fatal to their 
predeceſſors. When an arbitrary impoſition 
is attempted upon the ſubject, undoubtedly it 
will not bear on its fire had the name of. Ship- 
money, There is no danger that an extenſion 


of the Foreft laws ſhould be the choſen mode 


of oppreſſion in this age. And when we hear 
any inſtance of miniſterial rapacity, to the pre- 
judice of the rights of private life, it will cer- 
tainly not be the exaction of two hundred pullets, 
from a woman of faſhion, for leave to lye with 
her own huſband “. 

Every age has its own manners, and its poli- 
ticks dependent upon them; and the ſame at- 
tempts will not be made againſt a conſtitution 
fully formed and matured, that were uſed to 
deſtroy it in the cradle, or to reſiſt its growth 
during its infancy. | 

Againſt the being of Parliament, 1 ſatisfied, [ 
no 4 have ever been entertained fince the 


* Uxor Hugonis de Nevill dat Domino Regi ducentas 
$ Gallinas, eo quod poſſit jacere una nocte cum Domino 


8 ſao 8 de * dox, Hiſt. Exch. c. xiib 
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Revolution, 
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Revolution. Every one muſt perceive, that it 
lis ſtroogly the intereſt of the Court, to have ſome 
lſecond cauſe interpoſed between the Miniſters 
fand the people. The gentlemen of the Houſe of 
Commons have an intereſt equally ſtrong, in 
ſuſtaining the part of that intermediate cauſe. 
However they may hire out the »ſufru? of their 
voices, they never will part with the fee and 
\ inheritance. Accordingly thoſe who have been 


of the. moſt known devotion to the will and 
pleaſure of a Court, have at the ſame time been 


2 


to be employed, they thought it never could be f 
carried too far. It muſt be always the wiſh of 
* , | an unconſtitutional Stateſman, that an Houſe 
| of Commons who are entirely dependent u 
him, ſhould have every tight of the le 
entirely dependent upon. their pleaſure; It was þ 
ſoon diſcovered, that the forms of a. free, and 
the ends of an arbitrary | Government, | were 
things not altogether incompatible. 
5 * The power of the Crown, almoſt: dead and 
as Prerogative, has grown up anew, with 
much more ſtrength, and' ar leſs odium, under þ 
„ - Þþ che name of Influence: An influence, which 
| i operated without noiſe and without violence; ah 
influence which converted the very antagoniſt, 
fine the inſtrument, of power ; which contained 
in itſelf a — principle of growth. and 
; 1 ; and which the diſtreſs and the 
22 — of the * * tended to aug- 
ment, 


moſt forward in aflerting : ur Bled. authority in Pap 
the Houſe of Commons. en they knew | 
who were to uſe that authority, and how it was 'þ 
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THE PRESENT DISCONTENTS. 13 
ment, was an admirable ſubſtitute for a Prero- 
gative, that, being only the offspring of antiquated 
prejudices,: had moulded in its original ſtamina 
irreſiſtible principles of decay and diſſolution. 

he ignorance of the people is a bottom but for 
a temporary ſyſtem ; the intereſt of active men 
in the State is a foundation perpetual and infal- | 
lible. However, ſome circumſtances, ariſing, 
t muſt .be. confeſſed, in a great degree from 
accident, prevented the effects of this influence 
or a long time from breaking out in a manner 
apable of exciting any ſerious apprehenſions. 


Although Government was ſtrong and flouriſhed 
Erceedingly, the Court had drawn far leſs ad-. 


intage than one would imagine from this great 
ſource of power. | 20 36h fn 
At the Revolution, the Crown, deprived, for 
he. ends of the Revolution itſelf, of many 


Prerogatives, was found too weak to ſtruggle Ws 
s þgainſt all the difficulties which preſſed fo new 


and unſettled a Government. The Court was 
bliged therefore to delegate a part of its powers 
> men of ſuch intereſt as could ſupport, and 
pf ſuch fidelity as would adhere. to, its eſta- 
liſhment; Such men were able to draw in a 
greater number to a concurrence in the com- 
on defence. This -connexion, neceſſary at 
rſt, contipued long after convenient; and pro- 


derly conducted might indeed, in all ſituations, 
de an uſeful inſtrument of Government. At 
he ſame time, through the intervention of men 
f popular weight and. character, the people 
oftelied. a ſeeurity for their juſt portion of im- 
n portance 


SGovernment were not ſufficiently ſubmiſſive to 


ceive, as well as confer, an obligation. The 


. 


the conſtant increaſe of its influence, theſe helps 
have of late ſeemed to certain perſons no better 
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portance in the State. But as the title to the 
Crown grew ſtronger by long poſſeffion, and by 


than incumbrances. The powerful managers for 


the pleaſure of the poſſeſſors of immediate and 
perſonal favour, ſometimes from a 'confidence in 
their own ſtrength natural and acquired; ſome- 
times from a fear of. offending their friends, 
and weakening that lead in the country, which 
gave them a conſideration independent of the 
Court. Men acted as if the Court could re- 
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influence of Government, thus divided in ap-] {et 
pearance between the Court and the leaders off {y{ 
parties, became in many caſes an acceſſion rather fin 
to the popular than to the royal ſcale; and ſome Th 
or that influence which would otherwiſeſ by 

ave been poſſeſſed as in a ſort of mortmainf of 
and unalienable domain, returned again to thef - * 
great ocean from whence it aroſe, and cir-ſdefi 
culated among the people. This method thereJran] 
fore of governing, by men of great natural fort 
intereſt” or great acquired conſideration, wa and 
viewed in a very invidieus light by the truqfide: 
lovers of abſolute monarchy. It is the naturqnati, 
of deſpotiſm to abhor power held by. any meanſſubn 
but its own- momentary pleaſure; and to an{firm 
nihilate all intermediate ſituations betweeſor th 
boundleſs ſtrength on its own part, and totaſthis 
ae on the part yoo the e that 
ment 


. ' 5 
| 
| 


lere 


tural fortune; but who, to the moment of this vaſt 
wa and ſudden elevation, was little known or con- 
true 
ature 
nean 


twee 


| tot! 


duce all the effects which 
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- To get rid af all this intermediate and inde- 


pendent importance, and to ſecure to the Court 


the unlimited and uncontrouled uſe of its own vaſt 


influence, under the ſole direction ꝙ its own pri- 


vate favour, has for ſome years paſt been the 
great object of policy. If this were compaſſed, 
the. influence gf the Crown muſt of courſe pro- 
oft ſanguine 
partizans of the Court could poſſibly deſite. 
Government might then be carried on without 


any. Concurrence on the part of the les - © * 
. — any attention to the” dignity. of the 


117 
777 


greater, or to the affections of the lower ſorts. 


A new project was therefore deviſed, by a certain 
ſet of intriguing men, totally different from the 
ſyſtem of Adminiſtration which had prevailed 
ſince the acceſſion of the Houſe of Brunſwick. 


This project, I have heard, was firſt conceived 
by ſome perſons in the court of F rederick Prince 


of Wales. 


The abet attemyti in the execution of this 


deſign was to ſet up for Miniſter, a perſon, in T 
rank indeed reſpectable, and very ample in 


ſidered in the kingdom. To him the whole 
nation was to yield an immediate and implicit 


ſubmiſſion. But whether it was for want of 
> an{firmneſs to bear up againſt the firſt oppofi 


or that things were not yet fully ripened, or that 


* idea was ſoon abandoned. 
nental part of the project was a little altered, 
3768 FT: to 


tion; 


this method was not found the moſt eligible z 
The :inftru= 


to accommodate it to the time, and to bring 


dhing more gradually and more furcly to the ö 


e 


one great end pr 
Ihe firſt park et che reformed plan was te 
draw.a live. which ſeparate the Court from 
the Miniſtiry. Hitherto theſe names had been 
looked upon as ſynonymous ; but for the future, 
Court and Adminiſtration were to be conſidered 
as things totally diſtindt. By this operation, 
two ſyſtems of Adminiſtration ' were to be 
formed; one which ſhould be in the real ſecret 
and confidence; the other merely oſtenſible, to 
the official and executory duties of 
Government. The latter were alone to be re- 
e; whilſt the real adviſers, who enjoyed 


All the power, were effectually removed from all 


the danger. 

Secondly, A party under theſe liaders wax to be 
formed i in favour of the Court againſt the Miniftry : 
this party was to have a large ſhare in the 


3 of Government, and to hold it!“ 


totally ſeparate from. and man of, oſten- 
Gable Adeainifeation;” 2. 
I be third point, and that on which the ſucceſs 


of the whole ſcheme ultimately depended, was 


to bring Parliament to. an acquieſcence* in this 
feet, Parliament was therefore to be taught 

y degrees a total indifference to the perſons, 
rank, influence, abilities, connexions, and cha- 
racter, of the Miniſters of the Crown, By means 
of a diſcipline; on which 1 ſhall ſay more here- 
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after, that body was to be habituated to the 
15 _ 9 in tereſta, and the moſt diſcordant 


' * » 
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| politicks. All. connexions and dependencies 
ÞF - *mong ſubjects were to be entirely diſſolved. 
As bitherto buſineſs had gone through the 

hands of leaders of Whigs or. Tories, men of 
te talents to conciliate the people; and engage to 
om their confidence, now the method was to be 
_ altered; and the lead was do be given to men of 
wr no ſort of conſideration: or credit in the country. 
MN, 
be 


This want'of natural importance was to be their 
very title to delegated power. Members of Par- 
liament were to be hardened into an iuſenſi- 

ret 3 bility to pride as well as to duty. Thoſe high 


to and: haughty ſentiments, | which, are the great 
of ſupport of independence, were to be. let down 
re- gradually. Point of honour and precedence were 


ed no more to be regarded in Parliamentary deco- 
all rum, than in a Turkiſh army. It was to be 
| avowed: as a, conſtitutional . maxim, that the 
be King might appoint one of his footmen, or one 
Ty: of your footmen, for Miniſter; and that he 
the] ought to be, and that he would be, as well 
it followed as the firſt name for rank or wiſdom 
en- in the nation. Thus Parliament was to look 
on, as if perfectly unconcerned; while a cabal 
of the cloſer and back- ſtairs was ſubſtituted in 
the place of a national Adminiſtrations: 

With ſuch a degree. of acquieſcence, any 
e of any Court might well be deemed 
thoroughly fecure. The capital objects, and by 
much the moſt flattering charaQeriſticks of arbi- 
trary power, would bejobtained, Every thing 
would be drawn from its holdings in the country 
to the perſonal favour: and | inclination: of the 
pi | C Prince. 


** 
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Prince. This favour would be the ſole intro- 
| | duQion to power,. and the only tenure by which 
it was to be held: ſo that no perſon looking 
towards another,. and all looking towards the 
Court, it was impoſſible but that the motive 
which folely influenced every man's hopes muſt 
come i in time to govern every man's conduct; 
"till at laſt the ſervility became univerſal, in ſpite 
of, the dead letter of any laws or inſtitutions 
whatſoever. 

How it ſhould happen that any man could be 
tempted to venture upon ſuch a project of Go- 
vernment, may at firſt view appear ſurprizing. 
But the fact is, that opportunities very inviting 
to ſuch an attempt have offered; and the ſcheme 
itſelf was not deſtitute of ſome e not 
wholly unplauſible to recommend it. Theſe 
opportunities and theſe arguments, the uſe that 


has been made of both, the plan for carrying 


this new ſcheme of government into execution, 


and the effects which it has produced, are in my 


opinion worthy of our ſerious conſideration. 


His Majeſty came to the throne of theſe 


kingdoms with more advantages. than any of 


his predeceſſors ſince the Revolution, Fourth 


in deſcent, and third in ſucceſſion of his Royal 
family, even the zealots of hereditary. right, in 


him, ſaw ſomething to flatter their favourite 
prejudices ; and to juſtify a transfer of their at- 


tachments, without a change in their principles. 
The perſon and cauſe. of the Pretender were be- 


come contemptible; his title diſowned througb- 


out Eurape,. his party ue in England. 


— 3 His 
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His Majeſty came indeed to the inheritance of 
a mighty war; but, victorious in every part of 
the globe, peace was always in his power, not 
to negociate, but to dictate. No foreign habi- 
tudes or attachments withdrew him from the 
cultivation of his power at home. His revenue 
for the civil eſtabliſhment, fixed (as it was then 
thought) at a large, but definite ſum, was ample, 
without being invidious. His influence; by ad- 
ditions from conqueſt, by an augmentation: of 
debt, by an increafe of military and naval eſta- 
bliſhment, much ſtrengthened and extended. 
And coming to the throne in the prime and full 


| vigour of youth, as from affection there was a 


ſtrong diſlike, ſo from dread there ſeemed: to' be 
a general averſeneſs, from giving any thing like 
offence to a Monarch, | againſt whoſe reſentment 
oppoſition could not look for a refuge in any 


ſort of reverſionary hope. 


Theſe ſingular advantages inſpired his Majeſty 
only with a more ardent deſire to preſerve un- 
impaired the ſpirit of that national freedom, to 
which he owed a ſituation fo full of glory. But 
to others it ſuggeſted ſentiments of a very 
different nature. They thought they now be- 
held an opportunity (by a certain fort of Stateſ- 
men never long undiſcovered or unemployed) of 
drawing to themſelves, by the aggrandiſement 
of a Court Faction, a degree of power which 
they could never hope to derive from natural 
influence or from honourable ſervice; and which 
it was impoſſible they could hold with the leaſt 
ſecurity; - whilſt the ſyſtem of Adminiſtration - 
| C2 reſted 
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reſted upon. its former bottom. In order to 
facilitate the execution of their deſign, it was 
neceſſary to make many alterations in political 
arrangement, and a ſignal change in the opinions, 
habits, and connexions of the greateſt part of 
thoſe who at that time acted in publick. 
In the firſt place, they proceeded gradually, 
but not ſlowly, to deſtroy every thing of ſtrength 
which did not derive its principal nouriſhment 
from the immediate pleaſure of the Court. The 
greateſt weight of popular opinion and party 
connexion were then with the Duke of Newcaſtle 
and Mr. Pitt. Neither of theſe held their im- 
portance by the new tenure. of the Court; they 
were not therefore thought to be ſo proper as 
others for the ſervices which were required by 
that tenure. It happened very favourably for 
the new ſyſtem, that under a forced coalition 
there rankled an incurable alienation and diſguſt 
between the parties which compoſed the Admi- 
niſtration. Mr. Pitt was firſt attacked. Not 
ſatisfied with removing him from power, they 
endeavoured by various artifices to ruin his cha- 
rater. The other party ſeemed rather pleaſed 
to get rid of ſo oppreſſive a ſupport; not per- 
ceiving, that their own fall was prepared by his, 
and involved in it. Many other reaſons pre- 
vented them from daring to look their true 
fityation. in the face. To the great Whig families 
it was extremely diſagreeablę, and ſeemed almoſt 
- unnatural,. to oppoſe the Adminiſtration of a 
Prince of the Houſe of Brunſwick. Day after 
Gay they heſitated, and doubted, and lingered, 
2 2 * 
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expecting that other counſels would take place 
and were {low to be perſuaded, that all which 
had been done by the Cabal, was the effect not 
of humour, but of ſyſtem... It was more ſtrongly 
and evidently the intereſt of the new Court 
Faction, to get rid of the great Whig connexions, 
than to deſtroy Mr. Pitt. The power of that 
gentleman was vaſt indeed and merited; but 
it was in a great degree perſonal, and therefore 
tranſient. Theirs was rooted in the country. 
For, with a good deal leſs of popularity, they 

ſſeſſed a far more natural and fixed influence. 
Ta poſſeſſion of Government; vaſt property; 
obligations of favours given and received ; con- 


nexion of office; ties of blood, of alliance, of 


friendſhip (things at that time ſuppoſed of ſome 
force); the name of Whig, dear to the majority 
of the people; the zeal early begun and ſteadily 
continued to the Royal Family: all theſe to- 
gether formed a body of power in the nation, 
which was criminal and devoted. The great 
ruling principle of the Cabal, and that which 
animated and harmonized all their proceedings, 
how various ſoever they may have been, was 
to ſignify to the world, that the Court would 
proceed upon its own proper forces only; and 
that the pretence of bringing any other into its 
ſervice was an affront to it, and not a ſupport. 
Therefore, when the chiefs were vine in 
order to go to the root, the whole party was put 
under a proſcription, ſo general and ſevere as to 


take their hard-earned bread from the loweſt 
bolficers, in a manner which had never been 


on known 


22 THOUGHTS ON THE CAUSE OP 


| known before, even in general revolutions. But 


it was thought neceſſary effectually to deſtroy all 


| dependencies but one; and to ſhew an example 


of the firmneſs and rigour with which the new 


| ſyſtem was to be ſupported. 


Thus for the time were pulled'down, in the 


. perſons of the Whig leaders and of Mr. Pitt 


1 


(in ſpite of the ſervices of the one at the ac- 
ceſſion of the Royal Family, and the recent 
ſervices of the other in the war), the 7100 only 
ſecurities for the importance of "the people 


| power arifing from popularity; and power arifing 


rom connexion. Here and there indeed a few 
individuals were left ſtanding, who gave ſecu- 


rity for their total eſtrangement from the odious 


principles of party connexion and perſonal * at- 


tachment; and it muſt be confeſſed that moſt 


of them have religiouſly kept their faith. Such 


a change could not however be made without a 


mighty ſhock to Government. 


To reconcile the minds of the people to all | 


theſe movements, principles correſpondent to 


them had been preached up with great zeal, 


Every one muſt remember that the Cabal ſet out 
with the moſt aſtoniſhing prudery, both moral 
. and political. Thoſe" who in a few months 
(after fouled over head and cars into the deepeſt 
and dirtieſt pits of corruption, cried out violently 


; againſt the indirect practices in the electing and 


managing of. Parliaments, which had for ormerly 
alled. This marvellous abhorrence — 4 


the Court Rad ſuddenly taken to all influcn 


was not only circulated in converſation through 
* , 4 7 ng 6 p . the 
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the kingdom, but pompouſly announced to the 
publick, with many other extraordinary things, 
in a pamphlet“ which had all the appearance 
of a manifeſto preparatory to ſome conſiderable 
enterprize. Throughout, it was a fatire, though 
in terms managed and decent enough, on the- 
politicks of the former Reign. It was indeed 
written with no ſmall art and addreſs. | 
In this piece appeared the firſt dawning of the 
new ſyſtem ; there firſt appeared the idea (then 


only in ſpeculation) of ſeparating the Court from 


the Admmiſtration ; of carrying every thing from 
national connexion to perſonal regards ; and of 


f orming a regular party fer. that purpoſe, under 


the name of — 2 men. | 
o recommend this Tyſtem to the people, a 


perſpective view of the Court gorgeouſly painted, 
and finely illuminated from within, was ex- 
hibited to the gaping multitude, Party was to 
be totally done away, with all its evil works. 
Corruption was to be caſt down from Court, as 
Ate was from Heaven. Power was thencefor- 


ward to be the choſen refidence of public ſpirit; 


and no one was to be ſuppoſed under any 
ſiniſter influence, except thoſe who had the miſ- 
fortune to be in diſgrace at Court, which was 


to ſtand in lieu of all vices and all corruptions: _- . . 
A ſcheme of perfection to be realized in a Mo- 


narchy far beyond the viſionary Republick of 
Plato. The whole ſcenery was exactly diſpoſed 
to captivate thoſe good ſouls, hoſe eredulous 


morality is ſo invaluable a treaſure "to crafty | 


* Sentiments of an honeſt Man. 
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politicians. Indeed there was wherewithall to 
gharm every body, except thoſe few who are not 
much pleated with . profeſſions of ſupernatural 
virtue, who know. of what ſtuff ſuch profeſſions 
are made, for what purpoſes they are deſigned, 
and in what they are ſure conſtantly to end. 

Many innocent gentlemen, who had been talk- 
ing proſe all their lives without knowing any 
thing of the matter, began at laſt to open their 
eyes upon their own merits, and to attribute 
their not having been Lords of the Treaſury 

and Lords of Trade many years before, merely 
to the prevalence of party, and to the Miniſterial 
power, which bad fruſtrated the good intentions 
of the Court in favour of their abilities. Now 
Was the time to unlock the ſealed fountain of 
Royal bounty, which had been infamouſly mo- 
nopolized and huckſtered, and to let it flow at 
large upon the whole people. - The time was 
come, to reſtore Royalty to its original ſplendour, 
_ Mettre- le Roy hors de page, became a. ſort of 
"watch-word... And it was conſtantly in the 
mouths pf ar the runners. of the Court, that 
nothing could preſerve the balance of the con- 
ſtitution from being overturned by the rabble, 
or by à faction of the nobility, but ro free the 
22 g effectually from that Miniſterial ty, 
Franny under which, the Royal dignity had been 
Spelle. inthe perſon. 2 his Ma eſt it 

W father. 

Thele were ſome of the many artifices uſed 
10 reconcile. the people to the great change 
e was made i in the perſons who e | 
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the Miniſtry, and the ſtill greater which was 
made and avowed in its conſtitution. As to 
individuals, other methods were employed with 
them; in order ſo thoroughly to diſunite every 
party, and even every family, that 20 concert, 
order, or effet, might appear in any future 
oppoſition. And in this manner an Adminiſtra- 
tion without connexion with the people, or with 
one another, was firſt put in poſſeſſion of Govern- 
ment. What good conſequences followed from it, 
we have all ſeen; whether with regard to virtue, 
public or. private; to the eaſe and happineſs of 
the Sovereign; or to the real ſtrength of Govern- 
ment. But as ſo much ſtreſs was then laid on 
the neceſſity of this new project, it will not be 
amiſs to take a view of the effects of this Royal 
ſervitude and vile durance, which was ſo de- 
plored in the reign of the late Monarch, and 
was ſo carefully to be avoided in the reign of 
his Succeſſor. The effects were theſe. 
In times full of doubt and danger to his per 
ſon and family, George the Second maintained 
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_* . ſucceſſion reſting on the true and only true 
foundations of all national and all regal greatneſs; 
affection at home, reputation abroad, truſt in 
allies, terror in rival nations. The moſt ardent 
lover of his country cannot with for Great Britain 

an happier fate than to continue as ſhe was 

then Iefz. A people emulous as we are in affec- 


tion to our preſent Sovereign, know not how to 


form a prayer to Heaven for a greater bleſſing 
upon his virtues, or an higher ſtate of fe- 
licity and glory, than that he ſhould live, and 
ſhould reign, and, when Providence ordains it, 
ſhould die, exactly like his illuſtrious Prede- 
A great Prince may be obliged (though ſuch 
| a thing cannot happen very often) to ſacrifice 
his private inclination to his public intereſt, - A 
wiſe Prince will not think that ſuch a reſtraint 
implies a condition of ſervility; and truly, if 
ſuch was the condition of the laſt reign, and 
the effects were alſo ſuch as we have deſcribed, 
we ought, no leſs for the ſake of the Sovereign 
whom we love, than for, our own, to hear 


arguments convincing indeed, before we depart 


from the maxims of that reign, or fly in the 
face of this great body of ſtrong and recent ex- 
One of the principal topicks which was then, 
and has been ſince, much employed by that 
itical * ſchool, is an affected terror of the 
growth of an ariſtocratic power, prejudicial to 
* See the Political Writings of the late Dr. Brown, and 
many. others, $f ma 4 e . * 
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the rights of-the Crown, and the balance of the 
conſtitution. Any new powers exerciſed in the 
Houſe of Lords, or in the Houſe of Commons, 

or by the Crown, ought certainly to excite the 

| Liellant and anxious jealouſy of a free people. 

| Even a new and unprecedented courſe of action 
in the whole Legiſlature, without great and 

evident reaſon, may be a ſubje& of juſt un- 

eaſineſs. I will not affirm, that there may not 

. have lately appeared in the Houſe of Lords a. 

1 diſpoſition to ſome attempts derogatory to the 

5 


* 


legal rights of the ſubject. If any ſuch have 

really appeared, they have ariſen, not from a 

power properly ariſtocratic, but from the ſame 
\ influence which is charged with having excited 
4 attempts of a ſimilar nature in the Houſe of 
\ Commons; which Houle, if it ſhould have been 
t betrayed into an unfortunate quarrel with its 
f conſtituents, and involved in a charge of the 
4 very ſame nature, could have neither power nor 
, inclination to repell ſuch attempts in others. 
n Thoſe attempts in the Houſe of Lotds'can no, 


Tr -more be called ariſtocratic proceedings, than the 
rt proceedings with regard to the county of Mid- 
& dleſex in the Houſe of Commons can with any 
= ſenſe be called democratical. A bg 

It is true, that the Peers have a great influence 
1, in the kingdom, and in every part of the public 
at concerns. While they are men of property, it 
* is impoſſible to prevent it, except by ſuch means 


to as muſt prevent all property from. its natural / 4 og % 
operation ; an event not eaſily to be compaſſed, | 

while property is power ; nor by any means to'be 

nds hana | wiſhed, 
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wiſhed, while the leaſt notion exiſts of the 
method by which the ſpirit of liberty acts, and 
of the means by which it is preſerved. If any 
particular Peers, by their uniform, upright, 
conſtitutional conduct, by their public and their 
private virtues, have acquired an influence in 
the country; the people, on whoſe favour that 
influence depends, and from whom it aroſe, will 
never be duped into an opinion, that ſuch great- 
neſs in a Peer is the deſpotiſm of an ariſtocracy, 
when they know and feel it to be the effect and 
pledge of their own importance. | 
. Lam no friend to ariſtocracy, in the ſenſe at 
leaſt in which that word 1s uſually underſtood, 
If it were not a bad habit to moot caſes on the 
ſuppoſed ruin of the conſtitution, . I ſhould be 
free to declare, that if it muſt periſh, I would 
ather by far ſee it reſolved into any. other form, 
than loſt in that auſtere and inſolent dominatic 
ut, whatever my diſlikes may be, my fears are | 
not upon that quarter. The queſtion, on the 
influence of a Court, and. of a Peerage, is not, t 
which of the two dangers is the moſt eligible, p 
but which is the moſt imminent. He is but J 
a poor obſerver, who has not ſeen, that the R 
generality of Peers, far from; ſupporting them- * 
4 
R 


{elves in a ſtate of independent greatnels,. are 


but. too apt to fall into an oblivion of their 
proper. dignity, and te run headlong into an 


abjed Tervitude. Would to God it were true, C 
that the fault of our Peers were too much ſpirit! * 
It is worthy of ſome obſervation, that theſe "_ 
gentlemen, ſo jealous of ariſtocracy, make no ſu 
e e e © "complaints | 


* 


Overnment, arm begins; 
conſtitution 15 in danger of being for 
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complaints of the power of thoſe Peers (neither 
few nor inconſiderable) who are always in the 
train of a Court, and whoſe whole weight muſt 


be conſidered as a portion of the ſettled influ= 


ence of the Crown. This is all ſafe and right: 
but if_ ſome Peers (I am very ſorry they are not 
as many as they ought to be) ſet themſelves, 
in the great concern of Peers and Commons, 
againſt a back-ſtairs influence and clandeſtine 


IG 
ariſtocr 


[reſt a little the longer on this Court topick, 
becauſe it was much inſiſted upon at the time of 
the great change, and has been ſince frequently 

revived by many of the'agents of that party: for, 


whilſt rey are terrifying the great and opulent x 


with the horrors of mob-government, they are 


by ether managers attempting (though hitherto | 


with little ſucceſs) to alarm the people- with 
aphantom of tyranny in the Nobles, All 


this is done upon their favourite principle of 
diſunion, of fowing 'jealouſies amongſt the 


Jerent orders of the State, and of disjointing 


the natural ſtrength of the kingdom; 


may be rendered incapable of reſiſting the ſiniſtar 
efions of wicked men, who ave — the 


Ro al power, | n 8 
＋ hus much. of the topicks choſen by the 


Gosse to recommend their ſyſtem'; it will be 
neceſſary to open a little more at large the 


nature of that party which was formed for its 


ſupport. Withcut this, the whole would have 
5 | keen 


—— ——— _ . 
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F been no better than a viſionary amuſement, like 
| the ſcheme of Harrington's political club, and 
not a buſineſs in which the nation had a real 
concern. As a powerful party, and a party 
conſtructed on a new principle, it is avory invits | 


ing object of curioſity. 
It muſt be remembered, that fince the Res 


” 0 


| Jution, until the-period we are ſpeaking of, the 
| influence' of the Crown had been always em- 
d ployed in ſupporting the Miniſters of State, and 
a A in carrying on the public buſineſs according to 


their opinions. Butthe party now in_ queſtion. 
1 formed upon a very different idea. It is to 
i Intercept the favour, protection and confidence 
_ of the — in the paſſage to its Miniſters ; it 


(| is to come between them and Their importance 
in Parliament; it is to ſeparate them from all 
their natural and acquired dependencies; it is 
intended as the controul, not the ſupport, of 


{ 

] 

] 

& 

E 

Adminiſtration. - The machinery of this ſyſtem a 
4 

t 

a 


1 3 perplexed in its movements, and falſe in its 
=> principle. It is formed on a ſuppolition that 

or. the King is ſomething external to his govern- a 
ment; and that he may be honoured and |! 
= - aggrandized, even by its debility and diſgrace. n 
© | The plan proceeds expreſsly on the idea of le 
= enfeebling the regular executory power. It tl 


| \ procerds on the idea — Ste 0 
1 order to ſtrengthen the Court. The ſcheme d 
| depending intirely on diftruit,” oh diſconnexion, 


=_ . on mutability by principle, on ſyſtematic. weak- | 
Fro nelsin 1 Nn member ; it bas W th 
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ihat the total reſult ſhould be ſubſtantial rengeh 
of any kind. 


have eſtabliſhed a ſort of Rota in the Court, 


= - N W—_— hk. a. ca — * 


brought into Adminiſtration, from whence few 


feſſions of confidence and ſupport are wanting, 
to induce the leading men to engage. But 


while the Miniſters of the day appear in all the 
mp and pride df po ne They have all 


their canvas Ipread out to the. wind, and every 


Royal favour, in_a ſhort time they find, they 


aſhamed and mortified in à fituation,-w 
its vicinity fo PN » Only terves to remind them 
the more ſtrongly 57 Rer. TR FRNCance. 

are obliged either fo exec E ordersSof their 
inferiors, or to ſee themſelves oppoſed by the 


c 


their turn they grow troubleſome to that Cabal, 
which, whether it ſupports or oppoſes, equally 
diſgraces and equally 


on; hut it is of t heads- only. As 


== Ainiſtee 


le there always are many rotten members t gong. ä 


at ing to the beſt connexions, it is not hard to 
va 


As a foundation of their ſcheme, the Cabal 
All forts of, parties, by this means, have been 
have had the good fortune to eſcape without 


diſgrace ;- none at all without -confiderable loſſes. 
In the beginning of each arrangement no pro- 


ſail filled with the fair and proſperous gale of 


know not how, a current, which ſets directly - - 
aiaſt them; which prevents all progreſs ; and - 
even drives them backwards. They grow 


IC, Dy 


natural inſtruments of their office. With the 
loſs of their dignity, they loſe their temper. In 


* 


betrays them. It is ſaan 
ound neceſſary to get rid of the heads of Ad- 


2. fe, — 
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ſuade ſeyeral to continue in office without their 
leaders. By this means the party goes out much 
——. than it came '1n; ang is only reduced in 
reagth_ Þ po nalleliion of 'pow 
Beſides, if by Teldent, or in courſe of changes, 
that power ſhould be recovered, the Junto have 
e up a .retrenchment of theſe carcaſes, 
which may ſerve to cover themſelves in a day of 
i} danger. They conclude, not unwiſely, that ſuchi 
, rotten members will become the firſt objects of 
diſguſt. and. en to their antient contex- 
jones: 

They contrive to form i in the outward 9 4 
niſtration two parties at the leaſt; which, 
whilſt they are tearing: one another to pieces, 
are both competitors for the favour and pro- 
tection of the Cabal; and, by their emulation, 
contribute to throw every thing more and more 
into the hands of the interior manager. 

A: Miniſter of State will ſometimes keep him- 

a ſa totally eſtranged from all his collegues; will 
differ from them in their councils, will privately 
traverſe, and publicly oppoſe, their meaſures. 
He will, however, continue in his employment, 
Inſtead of ſuffering any mark of diſpleaſure, he 
- will be diſtinguiſhed by an unbounded profuſion 
of Court rewards and careſſes; becaufe he does 
what is expected, and all that is expected, from 
men in office. He helps to keep ſome form of 
Adminiſtration in being, and keeps it at the 
fame time as weak and divided as poſſible. 
However, we muſt. take care not to be 
mitdaken, or to imagine that ſuch perſ6ns have 
* > | any 


| 
\ 


13/4 a r r * 

WY 3 * 
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4 | an woiglit in their oppoſition.” When, by them, 
| Adqcainiſtration is convinced of its infignificancy, 
— | they are foon to be convinced of their own. 
„Tho never are ſuffered to ſucceed in their 
: - oppoſition.'' They and the world ate to be 
5 Lanisfied, that, neither office; nor authority, nor 
f „nor ability, eloquence, council, ſkill, 
1 or union, are of the leaft- importance; dut chat | 
f | the mere influence of the Court, naked of all 
a ſupport, and deſtitute of all management, is 
5 abundantly ſufficient for all its own purpoſes. 


: When any adverſe connexion is to be deſtroy- 

P ed, the Cabal ſeldom appear in the work them- 

's | ſelves. They find 'out ſome perſon of whom 

8 the party entortains an high opinion. Such a 
, per ſon they endeavour ts delude with various 
e pretences - They teach him fitſt to diſtruſt, and 

then to quarreÞ with his friends; among wem, 

— by the ſame arts, the exeite a fimilar diffidence 
Il of him; ſo that, jn this mutual. fear and diſtruſt, 
y he may ſuffer himſelf to be employed as the 
8. instrument in tlie change which is brought 
t. about. ö they are ſure to deſtroy him | 
e . his turn; by Atting up in his place fome Per- a 
n | in whom he had Fial tepoſed the greateſt | 
8 es —— awho ſerves, to 17 off ow on- 
1 ſiderable part of his adherents. 2 
of | - When ſuch.a perſon has broke in this manner” 
ne - With his copnexions, he is ſoon compelled to 

; commit ſome flagrant act of infquitdus perſonal! 
be hoſtility againſt ſome of them (ſuch as an ö 
attempt to ſtrip a particular friend of · is fa- 2 
” mily eſtate), by. which the Cabal hope to 


\*. D render 


— 


— — 
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render the parties utterly irreconcilable. In 

truth, they have ſo contrived matters, that 
people bave a greater hatred to the ſubordi- f 
nate inſtruments than to the principal movers. { 

As in deſtroyiog their enemies they make 

uſe of inſtruments not immediately belonging 
to their corps, ſo, in advancipg their own friends, I 
they purſue exactly the ſame method. To b 
promote any of them to conſiderable tank or tt 
emolument, they commonly take care that the cc 
recommendation ſhall paſs through the hands of W 
the oſtenſible Miniſtry: ſuch a recommendation af 
might however appear to the world, as fore, bi 
proof of the credit of Miniſters, 2 ow: _ 
2 of increaſing their ſtrength. 2 | 
this, the perſons ſo 2 are dit | 
r induſtriouſly. to declare, — — ole 
tions "whatſoever to Admi- ho 
e that they have received their office; | th: 


e iche 


and independent b 
| When the Faction has any job of Iucre to wi 
obtain, or of vengeance to , their way, rer 
: irn hett hatin, Fendihips, pain perſons 
Ito whoſe Habits, frien 
declarations, ſuch 


THE PRESENT DISCONTENTS. 35 
If the Adminiſtration ſeem now and then, 
from remiſſneſs, or from fear of tnaking them-"_ 
ſelves diſagreeable, to - ſuffer any popular ex- 
ceſſes to go unpuniſhed, the Cabal immediately 
ſets up ſome creature of theirs to raiſe a cla- 
mour againſt the Miniſters, as having ſhamefully 
betrayed the dignity of Government. Then 
they compel the Miniſtry to become active in 
conferring rewards and honours on the perſons ' 
who have been the inſtruments of their diſgrace ; 
add, after having firſt vilified them with the 


higher orders for N the laws to ſleex 


over the licentiouſneſs of the populace, they 
drive them (in order to make amends for their 


former ina&tivity) to ſome act of atrocious vi- 
olence, which renders them completely ab- | 


horred by the people. They who remember 
| the riots which attended the Middleſex Election; 
the opening of the preſent Parliament;' and the : 


tranſactions relative to Saint George's Fields, 
will not be at a loſs for an application of theſe 


remarks. 5 5 ni 8 8 
That this body may be enabled to compaſs _ 


lam tm ends of its inſtitution, its members ate =, 


ſcarcely ever to aim at the high and reſponfible 
offices of the State. They are diſtributed with 
art and-judgement through all the ſecondary, * 
but efficient, departments of office, and through 


the houſeholds of all the branches of the Royal © * 


[Family : ſo as on one hand to occbpy all ie 


avenues to the Throne; and on the other 8 


forward or fruſtrate the executian of any mea- 
ſure, according to their own intereſts, For 
3 * | with 


—_—— 
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With the credit and ſupport which they are 


laces which are only a genteel excuſe for ſalary, 
ey poſſeſs all the influence of the. higheſt 


” 
= 


nominal leaders, the trained part of the Senate, 
inſtinctively in the fecret, is ſure to follow them; 


dd not of themſelves recede in time from their 


the caſe. It will not be conceivable to any one 
who has not ſeen it, what pleaſure is taken by the 


contemptible and ridiculous, And when they 
are become fo, they have then the beſt chance 
for being well ſupported. + + | 


: - * 


in aft affairs, but alſo by the perfect ſecurity in 
which they enjoy leſs conſpicuous, but very 
exptels legal tenure, or in effect, all of them 
_ for life. Whilſt che firſt and moſt reſpeRable 


tennis balls, the ſport of à blind and inſoleut 


glance at the loweſt of their body. If an attempt 
be made pon one of this corps, immediately he 
flies to ſahctuary, ahd ptetends to the moſt in- 
violable of all promiſes. No conveniency of 

uy iin IVE CT: 449. | public 


0 199 


known to have, though for the greater part in 


poſts; and they dictate publicly in almoſt every 
thing, even with a parade of ſuperiority... When- 
ever they diſſent (as it often happens) from their 


provided the leaders, ſenfible of their ſituation, 


moſt declared opinions. This latter is generally 


Cabal in rendering theſe heads of office throughly 


The members of the Court Faction are fully | 
irdemnihet for not holdin g places on the ſlippery 
| heighrs of the kingdom, not only by the lead 
advantageous ſituations. Their places are, in 
perſons in the kingdom Are toſſed about like 


.  caprice, no Miniſter dares even to caſt an oblique 


they may 


tionate ſubj 


f or E 
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Public arrangement is available to remove any 
one of them from the ſpecific ſituation he holds; 
and the ſlighteſt attempt upon one of them, by 
the moſt powerful Miniſter, is a certain _ 
be to his own deſtruction. 


Conſcious of their independence, they bear 


Hieeſelvin with a lofty air to the exterior 
Miniſters. 


Like Janiſſaries, they derive a kind 
of freedom from the very condition of their 
ſervitude. They may act juſt as they pleaſe ; 
Provided they are true to the great ruling prin- 

ciple of their inſtitution. It is, therefore, not 

at all wonderful, that people ſhould be ſo deſi- 
rous of adding themſelves to that body, in which 
poſſeſs and reconcile ſatisfactions the 
moſt alluring, and ſeemingly the moſt contra- 
dictory; enjoying at once all the ſpirited pleaſure 
of independence, and all the groſs — and fat fat 
emoluments of ſervitude, 
ere is a ſketch, though a light one, of the 
conſtitution, laws, and policy, of this new Court 
corporation. The name by which they chuſe 


a to diſtinguiſh themſelves, is that of King men, 


or the King's friends, by an invidious exeluſion 


or the reſt of * Majeſty s moſt loyal and affec- 


The whole ſyſtem, ” compre- 
hending the et and interior Adminiſtra- 


tions, is commonly called, in the technicab lan- 


guage of the Court, Double Cabinet; in French 
ngliſh, as you chooſe to pronounce it. 
Whether all this be a viſion of a diſtracted 
Wala or the invention of a malicious heart, or 


a real Faction in the country, muſt be jodged 
N 5 2 ”Y 


D 3 


Corpe, to. diſcountenance 
R — of a different kind, to reſtore 
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Thus far I am certain, that 


office, who has not, at ſome time or other, 
born teſtimony to the truth of what I have 
- Pow related. In particular, no perſons have 
been more ſtrong · in their aſſertions, and louder 
and more  indeceht in their complaints, than 
thoſe who compoſe all the exterior part of the 
eſent Adminiſtration ; in whoſe time that 
' Faction has arrived at ſuch an height of power, 
and of beldneſs in the uſe of it. - in the 
and, perhaps bring about its total deſtruction. 

It is true, that about four years ago; during 
the adminiſtration of the Marquis of Rocking- 


| ham, an attempt. was made to carry on Govern- 
ment withdut their concurrence. However, 


this, was only a- tranſient cloud; they were hid 
but for a moment; and their conſtellation blaze | 


out with greater brightneſs, and a far more vi- 
gorous influence, ſome time after it was blown 
over, An attempt was at that time made but 


without any idea of proſcription to break their 
eir gactrines, to re- 


and policy of the Whigs, to re- 
— —. o auſe af Liberty by Miniſterial 


countenance ; and then for the firſt time were 


mes ſeen attached ia office to every principle 
they had maintained in appoſition. No one 
Will doubt, that ſuch men were abhorted and 
violently oppoſed by the Court Faction, and that 
ſuch a nn wandte het 4 thort * 
W ra R t 


es which things have worn fer 


2 — is * public man, in or out of 


FFF 


| 


much diſcourſe upon this-extrao 


At beſt, they have a tendency: 


any 1 — — Who acts in it, chat . — 
X ſtem has not — 


| when the Earl of Bute exiſts no longer. It is 


Another motive induces me te 


2 e 2 e on tec 
eki. C-. thong 

THE PRESENT DISCONTENTS. 59 
lt may appear ſomewhat aſſected; that in ſo 


rdinary P 
I ſhould: fay ſo little of the Earl of Bute, be 


is the ſuppoſed head of it. But this was neither 
owing to affectation nor inadvertence. I have 


carefully avoided the introduction of | perſonal 
reflexions of any kind. Much the greater part 


of the topicks which have been uſed to blacken 
this Nobleman, are either unjuſt or frivolous. 
to give the re- 
ſentment of this bitter calamity a wrong di- 
1 | 
fonal, - or a national, 

quarrel. re there is à regular ſcheme of 2 
operations carried on, it is the Item, « nh er 255 75 „ 


0 Ale — the — Lord Bute, but from 
the circumſtances we favoured it, and from 
an indifference to conſtitution: which had Py Tas 
been for ſome time growing 2 among our gentry. A. Arus 
We ſhould have been tried with it, if the Earl 2 
of Bute had never exiſted; and it will want ns 3 


neither a coftriving head nor active members, 


not, therefore, to rail at Lord Bute, but firmly 


to embody againſt this Court Party and its prac - 
tices, which can afford us N 
in our preſent condition. — e 


ſonal conſideration of Lord Bute wholly out 4 
the queſtion. - He communicates very little in 
nr > wi Se an 


1 
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of buſineſs.. This has never heen his cuſtom. 


It enough for him that he ſycrounds the m 


with his creatures; Several i imagine, therefore, 
that they have a very. good excuſe for doing all 
the work of this Faction, when they have no per- 
ſonal connexion with Lord Bute. But Whoever 
becomes a party to an Adminiſtration, compoſed 
ot inſulated individuals, without faith plighted, 
tie, or common principle; an Adminiftration 
conſtitutionally impotent, becauſe. ſupported by 
no party in the nation; he who contributes to 
- deſtroy the connexions . of men and their truſt 
in one another, or in any ſort! to throw, the de- 


pendence of public counicls upon private will and 


favour, poſſibly. may have nothing to do with 
the Earl of Bute. It matters little Whether he 
be the friend or the enemy of that particular 


N But let him be who or what he will, 
e 


abets a Faction that is driving hard to the 


ruin of his country, Ile is ſapping the founda- 
tion of its liberty, diſturbing the ſources of its 


domeſtic tranquillity, weakening its govern- 
ment over its dependencies, degrading it IO 
all its importance in the ſyſtem of 2 2 
It is this unnatural, infuſion, of a 
Favourit iſm into a 3 in 4 
great part of its conſtitution / is Popular, that 
has raiſed the preſent, ferment in the. nation, 
The people, without entering deeply into its 
principles, could plainly perceive. its. effects, in 
much violence, in agreat ſpirit of innovation, 
and a general difordec, in all the functions. of 


Government. 1, * * eye ſolely, this 
3 Foun 


20 


— AM r 
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ſyſtem; if 1 ſpeak of thoſe meaſures which 
have ariſen from it, it will be fo far only as they 
illuſtrate the general ſcheme. This is the 
fountain of] all thoſe bitter waters of which, 
through an hundred different conduits, we have 
drunk until we are ready to burſt. The diſ- 
cretionary. power of the Crown in: the forma- 
tion of Miniſtry, abuſed by bad or weak men, 
| has given riſe to a lte, which, without 
directly violating the letter of any law, ope- 
ö rates againſt the ſpirit of the whole conſtitution, 
1 A plan of Favouritiſm for our execu 


quent 


| 


. Government is eſſentially at variance with the 
1 lan of our Legiſlature. . One great end un- 
1 Goubtedly of a mixed Government. like ours, 
: compoled of e and of controls, on 
r the part of the higher people and the lower, 
= is that the Prince Ball. not be able to violate 
e the laws. This is uſeful indeed and funda- 
— mental. But this, even at firſt view, is no 
s more than a negative advantage; an armour 
- merely defenſive. It is therefore next in order, 


n and equal in importance, that tbe: diſcretio 
a | powers winch are neceſſarily vefied in the. — 
ber for the execution of the laws, or for the 
a nomination to magifiracy and office, or for con- 
at Aucting the affairs of peace and war, ar far 
n. ordering the revenue, fhould all be exerciſed upon 
ts public. printipier and national groundi, and not 
in on the. libings or .: prejudices, | the intrigues. or 
n, policres, ofi a Court. This, I faid, is equal in 
of importance to the ſecuring a Government ac- 
ig gording to: law. The laws reach but a yery 
n; Cen n 


— 


. 4 
* 
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ae way. Conſtitute Government how you 
— infinitely the greater of it muſt 
; nd upon the exerciſe of the powers which 
ſate left at large to the p and — 
of pony ay das e le 1 
o ws depends u them. 
Without them, «your Chama: 4 is no 
better than a ſcheme upon paper; and not a 
living, acting, effective conſtitution, It is poſſi- 
ble, — through n 85 ence, or ignorance, or | 
gn artfully con » Miniſters may ſuffer 
t part f — — to languiſh, another 
£0 be perverted from its purpoſes, and every va- 
 |lnable intereſt of the country to fall into ruin 
2nd decay, - without poſſibility of fixin 
on which {lane profeck — — 
be juſtly grounded. The due arrangement of 
Gee OE pee f ih of 
being foreign to a Go- 
| — ought to be n 2 
ũeareſt objects. When, therefore, the abettors 
of the new ſyſtem tell us, that between them 
and their oppo 


ſers there is nothing but a 
ſtruggle for power, and that therefore we are 
no- ways concerned in it; we muſt tell thoſe 
who have the im 2 ay — us in this 
manner, that of things, wo ht to be the 
moſt concerned, who an what ſort of men they 
are, that hold the beta Ao ing. that is 
dear to us. Nothing this a point 

bf indifference to NN — 

ec either render us totally deſperate, or ſoothe us 


into „ of ideots. We'ranſt nn 
into 
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into a credulity below the milkineſs of infancy, 
to think all men virtuous. We muſt be tainted 


With a malignity truly diabolical, to believe all 
the world to be equally wicked. and corrupt. 
Men are in public life as in private, ſome 
ſome evil. The elevation of the one, 
and the * of the other, are the firſt 
objects of all true policy. But that form of 
Government, which, neither in its direct inſti- 
tutions, nor in their immediate ten „ has 
contrived to throw its affairs into the moſt. truſt- 
. worthy hands, but has left its whole executory 
1 San, to be diſpoſed of agrecably to the un- 
contro pleature of any. one man, hawever 
excellent or virtuous, is a plan of polity d 
not only in that member, but. copſequentially 
.crroneous in every. part of it,, . .. 
"Th arbitrary Governments, . the conſtitution | 
of the Miniſtry follows the conſtitution of the 
iſlature. Both the Law and the Magiſtrate 
are the creatures of Will, It. myſt 4 1a. 
Nothing, indeed, will appear more certain, on 
any tolerable confideration of this. matter, than 
that every ſort of Government qught te have 
its knit atien correſpondent to. its Legiſlature. 
If it ſhould be otherwiſe, things mult fall into 
an hideous diſorder. The people of a free 
Commonwealth, who have —— ſuch care that 
their laws ſhould be the reſult of general con · 


ſent, cannot be ſo ſenſeleſs as to ſuffer their 
executory ſyſtem to be compoſed of perſons on 
whom ofa have no dependence, and whom. no 


IM of the public love and confidence have 
recommented 
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recommended to thoſe powers, upon the uſe 
of which the very being of the State depends. 


lar diſpoſition of rewards and hondurs, is 
one of the fitſt advantages of a | free State. 
Without it, or "ſomething equivalent to it, 
perhaps the People eannot long enj the ſub- 
ſtance of freedom ; certainly 'none of the vivify- 
wn gem: of g good — The frame 

our A did not admit of ſuch 
an actual election: but it provided as well, and 


better for all the effects of it than by the method 
of ſuffrage in any democratic State whatſoever. 
It had always, until of late, been held the firſt 
duty of Parliament, Zo refnſe to ſupport Govern- 
ment, until power was in the hands, , perſons who 
were acceptable to the people, or while 'fattwns 
" predominated in the Court in which (he nation had 
no confidence. Thus all the good effects of po- 
pular election were ſuppoſed to be ſecured to us, 
without the miſchiefs attending on perpetual 
intrigue, and a diſtin& canvaſs for every parti- 
cular office throughout the body of the people. 


conſtitution. The people, by their repreſent- 
atives and grandees, were intruſted with a de- 
liberative power in making laws; the King with 
the control of his negative. The King was in- 

__ truſted with the deliberative choice and the 
election to office ; the people had the negative in a 
Parliamentary refuſal to ſupport. Formerly this 

| a2 os controul was * kept Miniſters in 
71 awe 


8 4 


* | 


© The popular election of magiſtrates, and 


(while the Ipirit of the conſtitution is preſerved) 


This was the moſt noble and refined part of our 
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awe of Parliaments, - and Parliaments in reve=, 
rence with the people. If the uſe of this power 


of controul on the { mand perſons 0 ci 


niſtration 1s go eee every thing 1s loſt, Parliamen 
a Tl We may aſſure alete chat if Par- 


ſment will tamely ſee evil men take poſſeſſion 


of all the ſtrong- holds of their mal ary and 
allow them time and means to fortify them- 


ſelves, under a pretence of giving them a fair 


trial, and upon a hope of diſcovering, N 


they will not be Lead by power, and whe-- 


ther their meaſures will not be better than their 
morals; ſuch a Parliament will give countenance 
to their meaſures alſo, whatever that .Parlia- , 
ment may pretend, and whatever thoſe. mea. 
ſures may de. 


1 5 good political inſtitution muſt bee 2. 


reventive operation as well as a remedial, It 
ought to have a natural tendency to exclude bad | 


men from 155 80 ernment, and ** to truſt for che 
ſafety of t tate to. {i L 


alone ; Taper, l. — ever, been tardy 
and un uncertain; 1 Which, when power is 


5 . inch Jang 05 1 cone, to fall ra- 
4 


ther on the anjured than, the, criminal. 
fore men Me But -forward. i into, the great 
truſts of the. Sfate, they, ought. by their conduct 
to have obtained "ach adepree of San in, 


their e coun 45 as may he ſo ome ſort 2 175 and 
ſecurity to {a publick, t 39s they they ll por abuſe. 
1 


thoſe truſts. It is no mean.ſe for a 
uſe_of power, that a man ha SH y. the 


Seel "tenor'of his actions, t bat the affection, 


| 
4 


* 


f uz 2 F: 


46 THOUGHTS ow 11 CAUSE or 


the good opinion, the confidence, of his fellow 
citizens have been among the principal qblects 


of his life; and — = 1as owed none of the 


gradations of his or fortune to A ſettled 
con Ph ot 55 Fe rfeiture,_ of their 


That man who before he comes into power 
has no friends, or who coming into, power is 
obliged to deſert his friends, or who loſing it 
has no friends to 4 wait with him; be who 

bas no ſway among any part of the landed or 
commercial intereſt, but whoſe, whole importance 

bas begun with his office, and is fure to end 
with it; is a perſon who ought never to be 
ſuffered by a controuling Parliament to continue 
in any of thoſe ſituations. which confer the lead 
and direction of all our public affairs; becauſe 

2 man * no ann with the tereſt ö 

of £ 
Thofe e or cabals of men who have got 

together, avowedly without any public principle, 

E heir _conjuntt iniquity at the 

Er Tale, and are therefore univerially odious, 


— 


State ; becauſe they have 10 connexion with the 
 Yentiments and opinions of the N N 

Theſe are br yr bi ich in my opinion 
enforce the necefiity of having ſome better rea- 
ſon; in a free country, and a free Pathament, for. 
ſapporting che Miniſters of the Crown, than 
taz ſhort one, War the King has thought proper 
| r There is ſomething very couctly 

10 But it is a — ple 5 3 


never to be ſuffered. to domincer in the | 
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ſorts of miſchief, in a conftitution like ours, to 


turn tho views of active men from the country 
to the Court. Whatever be the toad to power, 
that is the road which will be trod. If the 

nion of the country be of no uſe as a means 
of power or conſideration, the qualities which 
afually procure that opinion will be no longer 
cultivated. And whether it will be right, in a 
State ſo popular i in its conſtitution. as ours, to 
leaye ambition without lar motives, and to 
| — to the operation of pure virtue in the 
| ds of Kings and Miniſters, and public men, 
Wenſe of the people of En 


directiy controverting the principle, 

Fo — objections from the under 

Frhich the Sovereign labours, to diſtinguiſh 

genuine voice and ſentiments of his people, 

| un the clamour of a faction, by which it is 

0 2 counterfeited, The nation, they ay, 
divided into parties, with views 


| _ * 


his affairs into the hands of 


ect particular men from among them all, it is 
n hazard that he diſguſts them M. Thoſe who 
e let out, however divided before, will foon - 
n into a body of oppoſttion; which, being a 
aleQion of many diſcontents into one focus, 
ill without doubt be hot and violent enough. 
action will make its eries reſound through 


men are here 1 to break f in, "ind; — 


ons utterly irreconcileable. If the King. 5 
f them, he is ſure to diſguſt the reſt; if he 2 


n whole were in an uproar, 1 75 


when 


meer vulgar is a, miſerable rule even with: 
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when by far the majority, and much the better 


Will ſcem for a while; as it were annihilated 
by the quiet in which their, virrue and molle - 
ration | incline, them to enjoy the ib of 
Government. Beſides that the opinion We 


to the emſelves, om account of their violence «my 
inſtability. So that if you were to gratify: thetn 


in their humour to-day, that. very gratification 


* be A, _m_ of their W on 
next. Now Jas all theſe rules of ublic 
0 pinion 15 10 be collected with great difficulty, 


5 to be applied with equal: uncertainty./as to 


the effect, what better, can a King of England 
do, than to..employ ſuch men as he finds to 
12 0 e and, inclinations moſt conformable! to 

gn 5 
de, — the arg least woved by duch 
| EE lar, „ are perpetually - traverſing 


diſtuching his ſervice; affe | 


he means m0 ill hei will 

rged; ip 6 he 
i in keep . Ar; dg. 

te 4 * ton his pleaſure leads hin? e wn 


| at Oy in this mode ane Hs 
not aſſert, that there, is dienten 2 art 
of. Government. Undoubtedly. che vet) l bel 
Administration, muſt egcounter a; great deal of 
e and Bp very worſt will n_ mot 


12 4 fſuppor 


Sr. sees ae 2 


who are leaſt infected with pride and 


change, as: his private 


. — in;the real weight and in- 
—— — t 1 ' | 
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ſupport than it deſerves. Sufficient appea 
Will never be. wanting to thoſe who A 
Wind to deceive themſelves, It is a fallacy i in 
' conſtant uſe with thoſe who would level all 
cf things, and confound right with wrong, to inſiſt 
upon the-inconveniencies-which- are attached to 
every choice, without- taking- into confideration 
the different weight and conſequence of thoſe 
inconveniencies. The queſtion is not concern- 
ing ab/olute diſcontent or perſect ſatisfaction in 
Government; neither of which can be pure 
and unmixed at any time, or upon any ſyſtem. 
The controverſy is about that degree of good 
humour in the people, which may poſſibly be 
attained, and ought certainly to be looked for. 
While ſome politicians may be waiting to know 
whether the ſenſe of every individual be againſt 
them, accurately diſtinguiſhing: the vulgar from 
the better ſort, drawing lines between the en- 
terprizes of a faction and the efforts of a peo 
ple, they may chance to ſee the Government, 
which they are ſo nicely weighing, and divid- 
ing, and diſtinguiſhing, tumble to the ground in 
the midſt of their wife deliberation. Prudent 
men, when ſo great an object as the ſecurity 
of Government, or even its peace, is at ftake, 
will not run the riſque of a decifion which may 
be fatal.to it. - They who can read the political 
ſky will ſee an hurricane in a cloud no bigger 
than-an hand at the very edge of the horizon, 
and will run into-the firſt harbour. No lines 
can be laid down for civil or political wiſdom. 
N 0 are a matter incapable of exact definition. 
LO E But 
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But, though no man can draw a ſtroke between 
the confines of day: and night, yet light and 
darkneſs are upon the whole tolerably diſtinguiſh» 
able. Nor will it be impoſſible for a Prince to 
find out ſuch a mode of Government, and ſuch 
perſons to adminiſter it, as will give a great 
degree of content to his people; without any 
curious and anxious reſearch for that abſtract, 


ſeeking, he abandons thoſe means of ordinary 
tranquillity which are in his power without any 
reſearch at all. +. e \ 

It is not more the duty than it is the intereſt 
of a Prince, to aim at giving tranquillity to his 
Government. But thoſe who adviſe him may 
have an intereſt in diſorder and confuſion. If 
the opinion of the people is againſt them, they 
will naturally wiſh that it ſhould have no pre- 


their part ſhew themſelves ſenſible of their own 


value. Their whole importance, _in_the faxit 
_vyalue.- 1 


their importance, Here it is that the natural 


leading landed gent 


muſt inter poſe, to reſcue their Prince, them- 
ſelves, and t eit poſterity. 7 
: We are.at preſent at ifue upon this point. Ic 
are in the great criſis of this contention; and the 


ciples, 


univerſal, perfect harmony, which while he is 


valence. Here it is that the people muſt an ' 


— ang after wards their whole freedom, 

. vive 

15 at ſtake er freedom cannot long ſurvive 

Nrength-of the <= = the Freat peers, the 
g lande emen, the opulent merchants 

"and manufacturers, the ſubſtantial ycomanry.. 


part which men take one way or other, will ſerve 
to diſcriminate their characters ang their prin- | 
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ciples. Until the matter is decided, the country 
will remain in its preſent confuſion. For while 
a ſyſtem of Adminiſtration is attempted, entirely' 
repugnant to the genius of the people, and not 
conformable to the plan of their Government, 
every thing muſt neceſſarily be difordered for a 
time, until this ſyſtem deſtroys the conſtitu- 
tion, or the conſtitution gets the better of this 
ſyſtem. 

There is, in my opinion, a peculiar venom 
and malignity in this political diſtemper beyond 
any that I have heard or read of. In former 
times the projectors of arbitrary Government 
attacked only the liberties of their country; 4 
deſign ſurely miſchievous enough to have ſatis- 
fied a mind of the moſt unruly ambition. But 
a ſyſtem unfavourable to freedom may be ſo 
formed, as conſiderably to exalt the grandeur of 
the State; and men may find in the pride and 
ſplendor of that proſperity fome fort of conſo- 
lation for the loſs of their ſolid privileges. Indeed 
the increaſe of the power of the State has often 
been urged by artful men, as a pretext for ſome 
abridgement of the public liberty. But the 
ſcheme of the junto under conſideration, not 
only ſtrikes a palſy into every nerve of our free 
conſtitution, but in the. fame degree benurabs 
and ſtupifies the whole executive power; render- 
ing Government in all its grand operations lan- 
guid, uncertain, ineffective; making Miniſters 
fearful of attempting, and incapable of executing, 
any uſeful plan of domeſtic arrangement, or of 


foreign politicks; It tends to produce neither 
E 2 the 
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the ſecurity of a free Government, nor the 
energy of a Monarchy that is abſolute. Ac- 
cordingly the Crown has dwindled away; in 
proportion to the unnatural and turgid growth 
of this excreſcence on the Court. 1 
The interior Miniſtry are ſenſible, that war is 
a ſituation which ſets in its full light the value 
of the hearts of a people; and they well know, 
that the beginning of the importance of the 
people muſt be the end of theirs. For this 
reaſon they diſcover upon all occaſions the utmoſt 
fear of every thing, which by poſſibility ma 
lead to ſuch an event. I do not mean that t 
manifeſt any of that pious fear which is back- 


the dubious experiment of war. Such a fear, 
being the tender ſenſation of virtue, excited, as 
it is regulated, by reaſon, frequently ſhews itſelf 
in a ſeaſonable boldneſs, which keeps danger at 
a diſtance, by ſeeming to deſpiſe it. Their fear 
betrays to the - firſt glance of the eye, its true 
cauſe, and its real object. Foreign powers, con- 


not ſcrupled to violate the moſt ſolemn treaties ; 
and, in defiance of them, to make conqueſts in 
the midſt of a general peace, and in the heart 
of Europe. Such was the congueſt of Corſica, 


by the profeſſed enemies of the freedom of 
— 9 in defiance of thoſe who were formerly 
its profeſſed defenders. We have had juſt 
claims upon the ſame powers; rights which 
ought to have been ſacred to them as well as to 
us, as they had their origin in our lenity and 

, | generoſity 


ward to commit the ſafety of the country to 


fident in the knowledge of their character, have 
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generoſity towards France and Spain i in the day 
of their great humiliation. Such I call the ran- 
ſom of Manilla, and the demand on France for 
the Eaſt India priſoners, But theſe powers put a 
juſt, confidence in their reſource of the double 
Cabinet, Theſe demands (one of them at leaſt) 
are haſtening faſt towards an acquittal by pre- 
ſcription. Oblivion begins to ſpread her cob- 
webs over all our ſpirited remonſtrances. Some 
of the moſt valuable branches of our trade are 
alſo on the point of periſhing from the ſame 
cauſe, I do not mean thoſe branches which 
bear without the hand of the vine-dreſſer; 1 
mean thoſe which the policy of treaties had 
formerly ſecured-to us; I mean to mark and 
diſtinguiſh the trade of Portugal, the loſs of 
which, and ower of the Cabal, have one 
and the ſame æra. 

If, by any chance, the Miniſters ho ſtand 
before the curtain poſſeſs or affect any ſpirit, 
it makes little or no impreſſion, Foreign Courts 
and Miniſters, who were among the firſt to dif 
cover and to profit by this invention of the 
double Cabinet, attend very little to their re- 
monſtrances. They know that thoſe. ſhadows 
of Miniſters have nothing to do in the ultimate 
diſpoſal, of things. Jealouſies and animoſities 
are ſequlouſly nouriſhed in the outward Admi- 

niſtration, and have been even conſidered as a 
cauſa. fine qua non in its conſtitution: thence 
foreign Courts have a certainty, that nothing 
can be done by common counſel in this nation. 
If one of thoſe Miniſters officially takes up a 

E 3 buſineſs 
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buſineſs with ſpirit, it ſeryes only the better to 
fignalize the meanneſs of the reſt, and the diſ- 
cord of them all. His collegues in office are in 
Haſte” to ſhake him off, and to diſclaim the 
yrhole of his proceedings. Of this nature was 
that aftoniſhipg tranſaction, in which Lord 
Rochford, our Ambaſſador at Paris, remon- 
ſtrated againſt the attempt upon Corſica, in 
conſequence of à direct authority from Lord 
Shelburne. This remonſtrance the French 
Minifter treated with the contempt that was 
natural; as he was aſſured, from the Ambaſſa- 


dor of his Court to ours, that theſe orders of 


Lord Shelburne were not ſupported by the reft 


of the (I had like to have ſaid Britiſh) Admi- 
niſtration. Lord Rochford, a man of ſpirit, 
could not -endure this ſituation. The conſe- 


'quences were, however, curious. He returns 


from Paris, and comes home. full of anger. 
Lord Shelburne, who gave the orders, is oblig- 
ed to give up the ſeals. Lord Rochford, who 
obeyed theſe orders, receives them. He goes, 
however, into another department of the ſame 
office, that he might not be obliged officially to 
acquieſce in one ſituation under what he had 


officially remonſtrated againſt in another, At 


Paris, the Duke of Choiſeul conſidered this 
office arrangement as a compliment to him: 
here it was ſpoke of as an attention to the de- 


licacy of Lord Rochford: But whether the 


compliment was to one or both, to this. nation 
it was the fame. By this tranſaction the con- 
Hirten of 0 our Fark 11 5 in 0 its W 
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neſs. Our office correſpondence has loſt = 
retence to authenticity; Britiſh policy i 

rought into deriſion in thoſe nations, 1 4 A 
while ago trembled at the power of our arms, 
' whilſt they looked up with confidence to the 
equity, firmneſs, and candour, which ſhone in 
all our negotiations. I repreſent this matter ex- 
actly in the light in which it has been univerſally 
received, 

Such has been the aſpect of our foreign 
ticks, under the influence of a double Cabinet. 
With ſuch an arrangement at Court, it is im- 
poſlible it ſhould have been otherwiſe. - Nor 
is it poſſible that this ſcheme ſhould' have a 
better effect upon the government of our depen- 
dencies, the firſt, the deareſt, and moſt delicate 
objects, of the interior policy of this empire. 
The Colonies know, that Adminiſtration is ſe- 
parated from the Court, divided within itſelf, 
and deteſted by the nation. The double Cabinet 
has, in both the parts of it, ſhewn the moſt 
malignant diſpoſitions towards them, without 

being able to do them the ſmalleſt miſchief, 
Ihey are convinced, by ſufficient experience, 
that no plan, either of lenity or rigout, can be 
_ purſued with uniformity and perſeverance. 
herefore they turn their eyes entirely from 
Great Britain, where they have. neither dep 
dence on friendſhip, nor apprehenſion from en- 
mity. They look to themſelves, and their own 
arrangements. They grow every day into alie- 
nation from this country; and whilſt they are 
_— tay” with our Government, 


E 4 we 


| 
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we have not the conſolation to find, that they 


are even friendly in their new independence; 
Nothing can equal the ＋ the weakneſs, 
the. raſhineſs, the timidity, rperual cons 
tradiction, in the man agement wt om affairs in 


that part of the — A volume might be 


written on this melancholy ſubject; but it were 
better to leave it entirely to the reflexions of the 
reader himſelf than not to kreat it in and exfene it 
deſerves, : ES. So fb 17 a 


In what. manner our orci eedunory - 


affected by this ſyſtem; it is needleſs to ex- 
plain. It is the PR. Jubjec of their r 


complaints. 


The Court party ee the whille into 


| faction, Having ſaid ſomething before upon 


this ſubject, 1 ſhall only obſerve here, that 
when they give this account of the preva- 
lence of faction, they preſent no very favourable 
aſpect of the confidence of the people in their 


own Government. They may be aſſured, that 
bowever they amuſe themſelves with: a va 


of projects for ſubſtituting ſomething elſe in 


the place of that great and only foundation of 
| Government, the confidence of the people, every 


attempt will but make their condition worſe; 


When men imagine that-their food is only a 
cover for poiſon, and when they neither love 


nor truſt the hand that ſerves it; it is not the 
name of the roaſt beef of Old England, that will 

perſuade them to ſit down to the table that is 
— for _ When the K conceive 
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aſſemblies, are perverted from the ends of their 
inſtitution, they find in thoſe names of degene- 
rated eſtabliſhments only new motives to diſ- 
| content, Thoſe bodies, which, when full of 
life and beauty, lay in their arms, and were 
their joy and comfort, when dead and putrid, 
become but the more loathſome from remem- 


and furious diſorder, prevail by fits; the nation 


loſes its reliſh for peace and proſperity, as it did 


in that ſeaſon of fullneſs which opened our 


troubles in the time of Charles the Firft. A|. 


ſpecies of men to whom a ſtate of order would 
become a ſentence of obſcurity, are nouriſhed 
into a dangerous magnitude by the heat of in- 
teſtine diſturbances; and it is no wonder that, 
by a ſort of ſiniſter piety, they cheriſh, in their 


turn, the diſorders which are the parents of all 


their conſequence. Superficial obfervers conſidet 
ſuch perſons as the cauſe of the public uneaſi- 
neſs, when, in truth, they are nothing more 


than the effect of it, Good men look upon this 


diſtracted ſcene with ſortrow and indignation; | | 


Their hands are tied behind iat. They are 
deſpoiled of all the power which might wierd 
them to reconcile the ſtrength of Government 


with the rights of the people. They ſtand 


But in the 
5 ter "things 
tabliſ ed 


in 'a- moſt erf in 
election ar gong evi 

te 10, than Irom. 
Etvitude. In the mean time, 
is not to be heard. Fierce licentiouſneſs begets 


7 alternative. 
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brance of former endearments. A ſullen gloom, 


nolent reſtraints, — the fole|_. 


reliance ; 
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2 and then, call your conſtitution what 
9 


| ſe, it 1 ſword that governs. The 
civil power, like every other that calls in the 


aid of an ally. ſtronger than itſelf, periſhes- by 
the aſſiſtance it receives. But the contrivers 
* of this ſcheme of Government will not truſt 
lely to the military power; becauſe they are 
cunning men. Their reſtleſs and crooked ſpirit 
drives them to rake in the dirt of every kind 
of expedient. Unable to rule the multitude, 
they endeavour to raiſe. diviſions amongſt them. 
One mob is hired to deſtroy another; a pro- 
cedure which at once encourages the boldneſs 
of the inen and juſtly increaſes their diſ- 
content. Men become penſioners of ſtate on 
account of their abilities in the array of riot, 
and the diſcipline of confuſion. Government 
is put under the diſgraceful. neceſſity of pro- 
fſtecting from the ſeverity. of the laws that very 
| licentiouſneſs, which the laws had been before 
pviolated to repreſs. Every thing partakes of 


without freedom, and ſervitude without ſub- 
miſſion or ſubordination. Theſe are the con- 
uences inevitable to our public peace, from 

the ſcheme of rendering the executory Govern- 


Adminiſtration from the conſtitutional and 
ſalutary controul of Parliament, and inventing 
for it à ne controul, unknown to the conſtitu- 


whole body of Government into confuſion and 
_ contempt. of i 


the original diſorder. Anarchy predominates 


ment at once odious and feeble; of freeing 


tion, an interior Cabinęt; which brings the 
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After having ſtated, as ſhortly as I am able, 
the effects of this ſyſtem on our foreign affairs, 
on the. policy of our Government with regard to 
our dependencies, and on the interior economy 
of the Commonwealth ; there remains only, in 
this part of my deſign, to ſay ſomething of 
the grand principle which firſt recommended 
this ſyſtem at Court, The pretence was, to 
prevent the King from being enſlaved by a 
faction, and made a priſoner in his cloſet. This 
ſcheme might have been expected to anſwer at 
leaſt its own end, and to indemnify the King, in 
his perſonal capacity, for all the confuſion into 
which it has thrown his Government. But has 
it in reality anſwered this purpoſe? I am ſure, 
if it had, every affectionate ſubject would have 
one motive for enduring with patience all the 
. evils which attend it. 

In order to come at the truth in this matter, 
jt may not be amiſs to conſider it ſomewhat in 
detail. I ſpeak here of the King, and not of 
the Crown ; the intereſts of which we have 
already touched. Independent of that greatneſs 
which a King poſſeſſes merely by being a repre- 
ſentative of the national dignity, the things in 
which he may have an individual intereſt ſeem 
to be theſe : wealth accumulated ; wealth fpent 
in magnificence, . pleaſure, or beneficence ; per- 
ſonal reſpect and attention; and above all, pri- 
vate caſe'and repoſe of mind. Thefe compole 
the inventory of proſperous circumſtances, whe- 
ther they regard a Prince or a ſubject; their 
pt | 2 | | enjoy ments 


DN 
. c= to ſo ungenerous a procedure. But the gene- 

/rality of people, it muſt be confeſſed, 90 f 
} | good deal mortified, when they com ie the 


Pants of the Court with its expences. 


De lte wealth, ſihce the e 
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enjoyments differing only in the ſcale upon which 


they are formed. 


Suppoſe then we were to aſk; whether the 
King has been richer than his predeceſſors in 

tabliſhment o 
the plan of Favopritiſm? I believe it will be 
found that the picture of royal indigence which 
our Court has preſented” until this year, has 
been truly humiliating. Nor has it been relieved 
from this unſeemly diſtreſs, but by means which 
have hazarded the affection of the people, and 


taken their confidence in Parliament. If the 


vt treaſures had been exhauſted in magni- 
cence and ſplendour, this diſtreſs would have 
been accounted for, and in ſome meaſure 
uſtified. Nothing would be more anworthy 
this nation, than with a mean and eee 
-ule, to mete out the ſplendour of the Crown. 
deed I have found very few perſons diſpoſed 


cl a 


not behold the cauſe of EA diſtreſs in any 165 
of the apparatus of Ro oy, agnificence, In all 
this, they ſce pong ut the operations of par- 
ſimony, attended with all the conſequences of 


Pn, Nothing ex 1 8 7 nothing ſaved. 


eir wonder is increaſed by their knowledge, 
that beſides the revenue ſettled on his Majeſty's 
Civil Lift to the amount of 800,000. a Ait. 

He has a farther aid, from a large penſion Ii 
near 90, O00“. a year, in Ireland; from the pe 
ure 
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duce of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, (which we 
are told has been greatly improved); from the 
revenue of the Dutchy of 3 from the 
American quit- rents; fram the four and a half 


per cent. duty in the Leeward Iſlands; this laſt 


2 to be ſure conſiderably more than 40,000 /. 
ear, The whole is certainly not much ſhort 
a million annually... __ 
Theſe are revenues within che knowledge 
and  cognizance of our national Councils, We 
have no direct right to examine into the receipts . 
from his Majeſty's German Dominions, and the 
Biſhoprick of Oſnabrug. This is unqueſtiona- 
bly true. But that which is not within the pro- 
vince of Parliament, is yet within the ſphere of 
every man's own reflexion, If a foreign Prince 
reſided amongſt us, the ſtate of his revenues 


| 2 not fail of becoming the ſubject of our 


ſpeculation. Filled with an anxious concern 

or Whatever regards the welfare of our So- 
vereign, it is impoſſible, in conſidering the 
miſerable , circumſtances into which he. has 
been brought, that this obvious topick ſhould 
be entirely paſſed over. There is an opinion 
univerſal, that theſe revenues produce ſomething 
not inconſiderable, clear of all charges and eſta- 
bliſhments. This produce the people do not 
believe to be 2 nor perceive to be ſpent. 


It is accounted for in the only manner it can, 


by ſuppoſing that it is drawn away, for the ſup- 
port of that Court Faction, which, whilſt it diſ- 


treſſes the nation, impoveriſhes the Prince in 


every one of his reſources. I once more caution 
Le K the TR 


the reader, that I do not urge this confideration tr 
concerning the foreign revenue, as if I ſuppoſed th 
we had a ditect right to examine into the ex- CC 
penditure of any part of it; but ſolely for the te 
* rpoſe of ſhewing how little this ſyſtem of en 
avouritiſm has been advantageous to the co 
Monarch himſelf; which, without magnifi- | m 
cence, has ſunk him into a ſtate of unnatural | th 
poverty ; at the ſame time that he poſſeſſed wy pr 
means of affluence, from -ample revenues, bo 
in this country, and 1n other parts of his domi- w 
nions. to 
HFas this fyſtem meidet better for the treats || all 
ment becoming his high and ſacred character, | th 
and ſecured the King from thoſe diſguſts at- | to 
it tached to the neceſſity of employing men who 
= are not perſonally agreeable ? This is a topick 
n which-for many reaſons I could wiſh to be 
t; but the pretence of ſecuring againſt ſuch 
pars of uncaſineſs, is the corner-ſtone of the 
Court Party. It has however ſo happened, that 
if l were to fix upon any one point, in which 
tis fyſtem has Gn more particularly and 
ſhamefully blameable, the effects which it has 
29 roy would juſtify me in chooſing for that 
int its tendency to (degrade the perſonal 
di gnity of the Sovereign, and to expoſe him to a 
thouſand contradictions and mortifications. 22 
N is but too evident in what manner theſe 
i jJectots of Royal greatneſs have fulfilled all their 
[ magnificent promiſes. Without recapitulating— 
all the circumſtances of the reign, every one of 
- which is more or leſs a melancholy proof of the 
$272, 1=J"4 > | | | wa 
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truth of what I have advanced, let us confidet 
the language of the Court but a few years ago, 
concerning moſt of the perſons now in the ex- 
ternal Adminiſtration : let me aſk, whether any 
enemy to the perſonal feelings of the Sovereign, 
could poſſibly contrive a keener inſtrument of 
mortification, and degradation of all dignity, 
than almoſt every. part and member of the 
preſent arrangement? nor, in the whole courſe 
of our hiſtory, has , any compliance with the 
will of the people ever been known to ex- 
tort from any Prince a greater contradiction to 
all his own declared affections and diſlikes than 
that which is now adopted, in dire& oppoſition 
to every thing the people approve and defire. 

An opinion prevails, that greatneſs has been 
more than once -adviſed. to ſubmit to certain 
condeſcenfions towards individuals, which have 
been denied to the entreaties of a nation, For 
the meaneſt and moſt dependent inftrument of 
this ſyſtem knows, that there are hours when 

its exiſtence may depend upon his adherence to 
it; and he takes his advantage accordingly. . 
Indeed it is a law of nature, that whoever is ne- 
ceſſary to what we have made our object, is ſure 
in ſome way, or in ſome time or other, to be- 
come our maſter. All this however is ſub- 


* 
* 


of the people. For it ſeems to be laid down 
as 4 maxim, that a King bas ſome ſort of in- 
terelt in giving uneaſfineſs to his ſubjects: - that 
allywho are plealing to them, are to be of courſe 
EI . .dilagreeable 


| 
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diſagreeable to him: that as ſoon as the perſons 
. I Romy at Court are known to be 
odious to the people, it is ſnatched at as a lucky 
occaſion of ſhowering down upon them all kinds 
of emoluments and honours. None are con- 
ſidered as well-wiſhers to the Crown; but thoſe 
who adviſe to ſome unpopular courſe of action; 
none capable of ſerving it, but thoſe who are 
obliged to call at every inſtant upon all its 
power for the ſafety of their lives. None are 
ſuppoſed to be fit prieſts in the temple of Go- 
vernment, but the perſons who are compelled 
to fly into it for ſanctuary. Such is. the effect 
of this refined project; ſuch is ever the reſult uf 
all the contrivanges which are uſed to free men 
from the ſervitude of theit reaſon, and from the 
neceſſity of ordering their - affairs according to 
their evident intereſts. Theſe contrivances obli 
them to run into a real and ruinous wis 

in order to avoid a ſuppoſed reſtraint * 

be attended with advantage. 

I therefore this ſyſtem has ſo ill e its 
own grand pretence of ſavin ng the King from the 
| neceffity 25 employing perſons difagreeable to 
__ bim, has it given more peace and tranquillity to 
= 's be Majeſty Ire hours? No, eee 
j he father of his cannot poſſibly enjoy 

. while his 5 is in doch a Beto uf 
 diftraction.; Then what has the Crown or 
_ the 127 profited by all this . 13 
1 ſcheme? Is he more Aach, or more ſplendid, or 
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more powerful, or more at his caſe, by © many 


"79. 


r 


aA »» 


3 
g 
5 
. 
- 
; 


PF 


SY 0D” OG WW 10 WW FRY CY gn & YU Wo 


ſtem, chiefly as it operates 


a—_  y  - ” FAY eee 


4 


THE PRESENT DISCONTENTS. 65 


gared his u rey tarniſhed the ſptendor of 
is di 


is Court, ſunk gnity, galled his feelings, 
diſcompoſed the whole order and happineſs of his 
private life? | | pd 

It will be very hard, I believe, to ſtate in what 
reſpe& the King has profited by that Faction which 
3 chooſe to call themſelves bis 
riends. | | 5 or | 
If particular men had grown into an attach- 


ment, by the diſtinguiſhed honour of the ſociety 


of their Sovereign; and, by being the partakers 
of his amuſements, came ſometimes to prefer the 
gratification of his perſonal inclinations to the 
lypport of his high character, the thing would 
be. very natural, and it would be excuſable 
enough. But the pleaſant part of the ſtory is, 


that theſe King's /riends have no more ground 
for uſurping ſuch a title, than a reſident free- 


holder in Cumberland or in Cornwall. They 
are only known to their Sovereign by kiſſing his 
hand, for the offices, penfions, and grants, into 
which they have deceived his benignity. May 
no ſtorm ever come, which will put the firmneſs 
of their attachment to the proof; and which, in 


the midſt of confuſions, and terrors, and ſufferings, 


may demonſtrate the eternal difference between a 
true and. ſevere friend to the Monarchy, and a 
ſlippery ſycophant of the Court! Qyantum infids 
So far I have confidered the effect of the Court 
upon the executive 
overnment, on the tem s. people, and 
on the happineſs of 17 Sovereign. It _— | 
Win, — chat 


5 of this country. 
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that we ſhould conſider, with a little attention, 


its operation upon Parliament. 
Parliament was indeed the great object of all 
theſe politicks, the end at which they aimed. 
as well las the inſtrument by which they were to 
operate. But, before Parliament could be made 
ſubſervient to a ſyſtem, by which it was to be de- 
_ graded from the. dignity of a national council, 
Into. a were. member of the Court; it muſt be 
greatly changed from its original character. 
In ſpeaking of this body, I have my eye 
chiefly on the Houſe of Commons: I hope. I 
ſhall be indulged in a few obſervations on the 
nature and character of that aſſembly; not with 
regard to its legal form and power, but to its 
Hhirit, and to the, purpoſes it 1s meant to e 
in the conſtitution. 
The Houſe of Commons was finooled origi 
nally to be zo part of the flauding Government 
It was conſidered as a controul, 
10 emmediately from the people, and Apeedil 
_ relolved. into, the: maſs from whence 1 
In this reſpect it was in the higher part 
| of Government what juries are in the lower, 


The capacity. of 2 magiſtrate being tranſitory, 
and that of -a.citizen permanent, the latter ca- 


acity it was hoped would of courſe derate 
0. e e not only between F people and 
the ſtanding authority of the Crown, but between 
the people and the fleeting authority of the Houſe 
of Commons itſelf. 
_ a middle nature bet weren ſubjc& and Government, 
7 5 would fecl . a more tender . near 5 
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-It was. hoped. that, being of 
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intereſt every thing that concerned the people, 
than the other remoter and more permanent 3 
of Legiſlature. | 

Whatever alterations time and the necefſary - 
accommodation of bufineſs may have introduced, 
this character can never be ſuſtained, unleſs the 
Houſe: of Commons ſhall be made ta bear _ 
ſtamp of the actual diſpoſition of the people at 
large. It would (among public misfortunes) bs; 
an evil more natural and tolerable, that the Houle / 
of Commons ſhould be infected with every epi- 
demical phrenſy of the people, as this would in- 
dicate ſome conſanguinity, ſome ſympathy of 
nature with their conſtituents, than that they: 
ſhould in all caſes be wholly untouched by the 
opinions and feelings of the people out of doors. 
By this want of ſympathy they would ceaſe to be 
an Houſe of Commons. For it is not the deriva- 
tion of the power of that Houſe from the people, 


which makes it in a diſtinct ſenſe their repre- 


ſentative. The King is the repreſentative of the 
people; ſo are the Lords; ſo are the Judges * 
They all are truftees for the people, as well as 
the Commons; becauſe no power is given for the 


fole fake of the holder; and although Cond: 


ment certainly is an inſtitutionof Divine authority, 
yet its forms, and the perſons whÿ adininitter 1 it, 
all originate from the people. i 


A popular origin cannot therefore be the cha⸗ 2 
rafteriiesldiftinRion of a popular repreſentative. | 
This belongs-<qually to all parts of Government, 
and in all forms. The virtue, ſpirit, and eſlene ng 
el a Houſe of Commons.cobfiſts 3 in- its being the | 
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FT inſtitutions have been formed for 


of” checking popultar erde and they are, 1 
_ apprehend, fully adequate to their object. If not, 


* 


| EL RE AD - 2 


— 


6s THOUGHTS ON THE; CAUSE OP 
- expreſs image of the feelings of the nation. | It 
was- not inſtituted to be ö 


people, Fant ſh been taught, by A 
doctrine of oft pernicious tendency. It was 


_ &eſigned as a controul for: the Other 


— 


they ought to be made ſo. The Houſe of Com- 
mons, as it was never intended for the ſupport of 
peace and ſubordination, is miſerably appointed 
for that ſervice; having no ſtronger weapon than 
its Mace, and no better officer than its Serjeant 
at Arms, which it can command of its own prqper 
authority. A vigilant and jealous eye over ex- 
ecutory and judicial magiſtracy ; an anxious care 
of public money, an openneſs, approaching to- 
wards facility, to public complaint: theſe ſeem 
to be the true characteriſties of an Houſe of 
Commons. But an addreſſing Houſe of Com- 
mons, and a petitioning nation; an Houſe of 
Commons full of confidence, - when the nation is 
lunged in deſpair; in-the utmoſt harmony with 
iniſters, whom the people regard with the 

_ utmoſt abhorrence; who vote thanks, when the 
public opinion calls upon them for impeachments ; 
who are eager to grant, when the general voice 
demands account; who, in all. dif putes. between 
the people and Adminiſtration, preſume againſt 
the people ; who puniſh their diſorders, but refuſe 


even to enquire into the provocations to them; 


_ this is an unnatural, a monſtrous ſtate of things 
mn this conſtitution. Such an Aſſembly may. =] 
PE tha | 281 5 | gr c 
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* Veen 8 ec it is not to any 
ular e an Houſe of Commons. -Ths: 
chang ſom an immediate ſtate of _procuration 
_ to a courſe-of acting as as from 
DD r, is the way in which all the | 
ul — in the world haye been 
7erted from their. purpoſes. It is indeed their 
rreateſt and {ometimes their incurable corruption. 
or there is a material diſtinction between that 
corruption by which particular points are carried 
E reaſon, (this is a thing which cannot be 
revented by. human wiſdom, and is of leſs con- 
2 a the corruption of the principle 
itfelf, For then the evil is not accidental, but 
e The 1 becomes the Ay 
abit 


tends- to 9 the legal e by: which 
the Houſe.of Commons fits. 

I know that, fince the Revolution, along with 
many dangerous, many uſeful powers of Govern- 
ment have been weakened. - It is. abſolutely 
neceſſary to have frequent recourſe: to the 
F Parliaments muſt tberefore fit 
every year, and for great part of the year. The 


anal diſorders of frequent elections have alſo 
Fig neceſſitated | 
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quency of elections, have tended, very much 


eee ene. — 1204 15 
neceflitated a ſeptennial inſtcad of a _ 


4 duration, Theſe « cireumftances, I mean th 


conftant. habit of authority, and the © unfre 


to draw the Houſe of Commons towards. the 
character of a ſtanding Senate. It is a . 
— 


which has ariſen from the cure of greater dis- 


orders; it has ariſen from the extreme difficulty 
of reconciling liberty under a monarchical Go- 
vernment, with external ſtrength : and with 


internal t?anquillity. 


It is very clear that we cannot free TN: 
entirely from this great inconvenience ; but 
would not- increaſe an evil, becauſe I was not 


able to remove it; and becauſe it was not in my 


power to keep the Houſe of Commons reli- 
g1ouly true: to its firſt ; principles,” T would: not 
argue tor carrying it to a total oblivion of them, 
This has been the great ſcheme of power in our 
time. . They who will not conform their conduc 
to the public good, and cannot ſupport it by the 
rhe 445g of the Crown, have Sh way a new 


ment. Itſelf. If they harz any evil dengn to 
Which there is no ordinary legal power com- 
wenſurate, they bring it into Parlianient. In 
Parliament the. whole 1s executed from the be: 
ginning to the end. In Parliament the power 0 


ISbtaining their object is abſolute ; and the ſafety 


in the proceeding perfect; no rules to confine, 


4 1 
#6 | | | a cannot; 
#7 1 211 1 ws - 4 , 154 — 1298 . 
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Ino after reckonings to terrify. Parliament 


/ 


tan, (EL DEE tor have totally abandoned the ſhattered 
| and old-faſhioned tortrels oi prerogative, and 


made a lodgement m the ftrons hold of Parlia- 
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cannot with any great propriety puniſſr . 
for things in which they themſelves have been | 


accomplices. Thus the controul of Parliament 


upon the cxecutory power 1s loſt ; becauſe Par- 


Jiament, is made to partake in every conſide- 
rable act of Government. Inpeuchment, that 


great guardian of tbe purity of the Conſtilution, 


10 in danger of being lofty even to the idea of it, 


y this plan ſeveral important ends are anſwer- - 


ed to the Cabal. If the authoxity of Parliament 


ſupports itſelf, the credit, of every act of Govern- 
ment which they contrive, is ſaved; but if the act 


be ſo very odious that the whole ſtrength of Par- 


liament ĩs inſufficient to recommend it, then Par- 
liament ĩs itſelf diſcredited; and this diſeredit in- 


creaſes more and more that indifference to the 
ä conſtitution, which it is the conſtant aim of its 


enemies, by their abuſe of Parliamentary powers, 


to render general among the people. Whenever 


Parliament is perſuaded 1 to aſſume the offices of 


executive Government, it will loſe all the con- 
fidence, love, and veneration, which it has ever 
enjoyed whilſt it was ſuppoſed the correctiue and 
controul of the acting powers of the State. This 


would be the event, though 1 its conduct in ſoch a | 


perverſion, of its functions ſhould be-tolerablyyuft 


and moderate; but. if it ſhould be. iniquitous, 


violent. Full, of paſſion, and full of faction, it 
would be . —. as the moſt eee all 
the modts of tyranny. .. 

For a,canfiderable.time this 1 of the 
repreſentath es from their conſtituents went on 


jb a. lilent eſs; and had thoſe who, con- 
— Progr Fa . 
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ducted the plan for their total ſeparation, * been 
perſons of temper and abilities any way equal to 
he magnitude of their deſign, the ſucceſs would 
have been infallible; but by their precipitancy 
5S they have laid it open in all its nakedneſs; the 
nation is alarmed at it; and the event may not 
be pleaſant to the contrivers of the ſcheme. In 


made an hardy attempt all at once, 70 alter the 
-right of election itſelf ; to put it into the power 
of the Houſe of Commons to diſable any perſon 
diſagreeable to them from fitting in Parliament, 
without any other rule than their own pleaſure; 
to make incapacities, either general for deſcriptions 
bl men, or particular for individuals; and to take 
| nt their body, perſons who avowedl y had never 
en choſen by the majority of legal eleQors, 

nor agreeably to any known rule of las. 
The arguments upon which this claim was 
[founded and combated, are not my buſineſs here. 
Never has a ſubject deen more amply and more 
 Jearned| y handled, nor upon one ſide in my 
opinion more ſatisfactorily; they who are not 
mW _ _ convinced by what is already written would not 
== Tecere' conviction though gne aroſe from the' dead. 
[ J too have thought on this ſubject: but my 
e here, is only to gonſider it as a part of 

| be favourite projet of Goverament; to obſerve 
on che motives which led to Lal and to trace its 
political conſequences. 

A violent rage for the aitbtbert of Mr. 
Wilkes was the” pretence” 85 the whole. This 


the laſt ſeſſion, the corps called the King's friends 


. Sentleman, by ting male ſtrongly in 9 
148 
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fition to the Court Cabal, had become at once an 
obje& of their perſecution, and of the popular 
favour. 'The hatred of the Court Party purſu- 
ing, and the countenance of the people protecting 
him, it very ſoon became not at all a queſtion 


on the man, but a trial of ſtrength between the 


two parties. The advantage of the victory in this 
particular conteſt was the preſent, but not the 
only, nor by any means. the principal, object. 
Its operation upon the character of the Houſe of 


Commons was the great point in view. The 


point to be gained by the Cabal was this; that 
a precedent ſhould be eſtabliſhed, tending to ſhew, 


That the favour of the People was not ſo ſure 4 


road as the favour of _ the Court even to popular 


bonours and popular truſts. A ſtrenuous reſiſtance 
to every appearance af lawleſs power; a ſpirit off 


independence carried to ſome degree of enthu- 
Haſm ; an inquiſitive character to diſcover, and a 


bold one to diſplay, every corruption and every | 


error of Government; , theſe are the qualities 


which recommend a man to a ſeat in the Houſe 


of Commons, in open and merely popular elec- 


tions. An indolent and ſubmiſſive diſpoſition; 
a diſpoſition to think charitably. of all the actions 
of men in power, and to live in a mutual in- 


-tercourſe of favours with them; an inclination | - 


rather to countenance a ſtrong _uſe of authotity, 
than to bear any ſort of licentiouſnelſs on the part 


% ” - 


— 


of the people; theſe are unfavourable ee 


in an open election for Members of Parliament. 
TD he inſtinct. which carries the pcople towards 


the choice of the former, is juſtified by realon ; 
9 A becaule 


| 
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| becauſe a man of ſuch a; character, [every 1n its 
exorbitancies, does not, directly contradict the 
purpoſes of a truſt, the end of which is a controul 
on power. 'The latter character, even when it is 
not in its extreme, wilkexecute thi 


- imperfectly ; and, if deviatia 


[will certainly fruſtrate orward! 
/purpoſes_ ot a_controul on. Government. But 
| when the Houle of, Commons was, to be new 
 Emodelled, this principle was not only to be 
changed, but reverſed· Whilſt an Y errours com- 
mitted in ſupport of power were leſt to the law 
with every 9 8 of favourable conuction, 
2 LTi | it 1845) 84" 
of mitigation, and finall of pardon A all exceſſes 
on the ſide of liberty, or in purſuit, of popular 
| favour, or in defence of po _ rf 
-vileges, were not only to be pun ed by the 
| Tigour of the known law, but by a diert tionary 
i roceeding which brought on the loſs of the popu- 
Y har et PA Popularity was to be rendered, 
if not diregtly penal, at leaſt higbly dangerous. 
The favaur-of the people might lead even to a 
* diſqualification of repreſenting them. Their 
; odium_ might become, {trained through the me- 
dium of two or three conſtructions, the means of 
fitting as the truſtee of all that was dear to them. 
This is puniſhing the offence in the offending 
part. Until this time, the opinion of the people, 
through the power of an Atſ-mbly, {till in ſome 
{Tort popular, led to the greateft hoy urs 2NC 
{ emoluments in the giſt ol the Crown, Now the 


8 reverſed; and the favour of the 


— 


— 
32 * 


th; } Court is the. only ſure way of obtaining and 
þ | - * ; | . 8 44 1 . 4 ! ed $44 4 . _— — holding 
' | . "ip : . | 


U 
- 
* . 5 


rights and pri- 
\ e 


raments it may. receive 
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holding thoſe honours. which ought to be in · the 
1 of the Nerf, r nn ut" 
Ik bgnifies' very little how this matter may be 
quibbled away, Example, the only argument 
of effect. in cio life, demonſtrates che truth of 
my propoſition, ;, Nothing gan alter my opinion 
concerning the pernicious tendency” of this ex: 
ample, until I ſee ſome man for his indiſeretion in 
the ſupport of power, for bis violent and intem 
perate ſervility, rendered incapable of fitting i 
Fanden For as it now fands, the fault of 
overſtraining popular qualities, .and, rene | 
if you pleaſe, aſſerting popular privileges, has led 
to, diſqualification; the oppoſite fault never has 
produced the ſlighteſt puniſhment. Reſiſtance to 


PLN „has ſhut the door of the "Houſe of Com- 


mons to one man; obſequiouſnels and ſervility,| 


d nens. 


Not that I would encourage. popular diſorder, 


or any diſorder. But I would leave ſuch offences 


to the law, to be puniſhed in meaſure and pro- 
ortion. The laws of this country are for the 
molt part conſtituted, and Wan ſo, for the ge- 
z} . "T's | — | £420 ' I LIES 

neral ends of. Government, rather than for the 


preſervation ons particular Hiberties. -. Whate 


therefore. is done in ſupport of libs ty, by per- 
Tons det. In public tr 5 or not acting. l 
in that truſt, is able ig be more, or _lels © 


— & 


om a trial by jury. - But 


TIFIFL 7 


except the tempe-| 
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if the habit rt revails of going beyond the law, and 
ſyperſeding this. judicature, of ca offen 


real or ſuppoſed, into the 3 who 
{hall eſtabliſh themſelves into courts of criminal 
equity (ſo the Star Chamber has been called by 


Bacon), all the evils of the Star Chamber 


are revived. A 1 \ large and liberal conftruRion | win 


| Sarto of offences eee ee a diſcretionar 
» * — 
in Duni N is the idea of crimmal Ae ; 


_— FR in truth a monſter in Juriſprudence 


m—_—_——_OP CT” 


— 


fe 
Baabe or an Houſe of Lords; ; the liberty of 
the ſubje& will be equally ſubverted by it. The 


true end and purpoſe of that Houſe of Parliament 
which ehtertains ſuch a juriſdiction will be de 


ſtroyed by it. 


| T will not believe, what no C other man living 
beheves, that Mr. Wilkes was punifhed for e 


in SAY of his publications, or the impiety of 
his Tanlacked cloſet. If he had fallen in a com- 


mon ſlaughter of libellers and blaſphemers, I could 


Well believe that nothing more was meant than 
was pretended. But when J ſee that, for years 
together, full as impious, and perhaps more dan- 
us writings to religion and virtue and order, 
Rave not been puniſhed, nor their authors difcoun- 
tenanced ; that the moſt audacious libels on 
Royal Majeſty have without notice; hint 
ble invectives againſt the laws, 


1 the, moſt tres 
Tibertics, anck conſtitution of the country, have 


not met with the lighteſt animadverſion ; I muſt 


aber this as a ſhocking and ſhameleſs 'pretence. 
N wy 
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Never did an envenomed ſeurrility againſt every 
thing ſacred and civil, public and private, rage 
through the kingdom with ſuch a furious and 
unbridled licence. All this, while the peace of 
the nation muſt be ſhaken, to ruin one libeller, 
and to tear from the populace a ſingle f favourite. 

Nor is it that vice merely ſkulks in an obſcure 
and contemptible impunity. Does not the publick 
behold with indignation, perſons not only gene- 
rally ſcandalous in their lives, but the identical 
1 who, by their ſociety, their inſtruction, 
their example, their encouragement, have drawn 
tais man into the very faults which have furnih- 
ed the Cabal with a pretence for his perſecution, 
loaded with every kind of favour, honour and 


diſtinction which a Court can beſtow ? 7 — | 


the crime of ſervility (the dum crime ſervitu- 
tit) to every other crime, and the whole maſs is 
immediately tranſmuted into virtue, and ind becomes 


the n IT of reward and honour. When 
ore 1 reflect upon this method purſued by 


the Cabal in diſtributing rewards and punith>, 
ments, I muſt conclude that Mr. Wilkes is the 
object of perſecution, not on account of The he 
has done in common with others who are the ob- 

of reward, but for that in which he differs 
from many of them : that he is purſued for the 
ſpirited diſpoſitions which are blended with his 
vices; for his e Bit: firmneſs, for his 


reſolute, 3 ous reſiſtance . 


. therefore, it Vun not the un that 
was to be puniſhed, nor his faults that were to be 
2 

6 


= 
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difcountenanced. Oppoſition te acts of power was b 
to be marked by a kind of civil proſeription. The 11 
— which ſhould ariſe from ſuch an oppo- li 
fition was to be ſhewn unable to. protect it. The al 

qualities by which court is made to the people, al 


— to render every fault inexpiable, and every 8 
error irretrievable. The qualities by which court i 
is made to power, were to cover and to ſanctify F 
every thing, He that will have a ſure and honour- 20 
able ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, muſt take ſa 
care how he adventures to cultivate popular m 
qualities; otherwiſe he may remember the old of 
maxim, Breves et mmfauſtos popult Romani amores. fa 
If, therefore, a purſuit of popularity expoſe a wu 
man to greater dangers than a diſpoſition to ſer- of 
vility, the principle which is the life and foul. of de 

| . Siena will periſh out of on conſti- E. 
: m 

hy 99 the. people of 8 to conſider . £0 
bow / the Houſe of Commons under the operation | g0 


of theſe examples mutt of neceflity be conſtituted. th, 

the ſide of the Court will be,  all:bonours, | mi 
ſoffices q emoluments; every fort of perſonal gra- | A 
2 wc to avarice or vanity ; and, What is of th. 
# oment to moſt gentlemen, the means of | if 

* growing, by innumerable petty ſervices to indi- cal 
] viduals, into a ſpreading intereſt in their country. the 
4 On che other hand, let us ſuppoſe a perſon un- | en: 
connected with the Court, and in oppoſition to tol 


{ E For his on perſon, no office, or | we 


olument, or title; no promotion, eccleſiaſtical, tha 
civil, or nn or ,naval, boy children, or lar 


; _ 
" 44 wo 8 (33 doe - 7 185 F 
: * * 
- * 


„ 
4 
err 


father, a guardian angel, to his borough. Tha| 
unfortunate independent member has nothing to- 
offer but harfh refuſal, or pitiful excuſe, or 


B ͤũͤU!n4 n . + p an ds. Go tre Es ro Rot 
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brothers, or kindred. In vain an expiring\{ 4 
intereſt in a borough calls for offices, or ſmall|[. 
livings, for the children of mayors, and aldermen, 
and capital burgeſſes. His Court rival has them 
all. He can do an infinite numbe r of. acts of 
generoſity and kindneſs, and even of publig 


ſpirit. He carr procure indemnity from quarters: | 
He can, procure advantages. in trade. He can | 
get pardons for offences. He can obtain a thou- 


ſand favours, and avert 'a thouſand. eyils.,' He 
may, while he betrays every valuable intereft 


of the kingdom, be a benefactor, a patron, 


deſpondent repreſentation of an bopeleſs intereſt. 


Except from his private fortune, in which he 


may be equalled, perhaps exceeded, by his Court 


competitor, he has no way of ſhewing any 7 


good quality, or of making a ſingle friend In 
the Houſe, he votes for ever in a diſpirited 


minority. If he ſpeaks, the doors are locked, 
A body of loquacious place-men go out to tell 


the world, that alt he aims at, is to get into office, | 
If he has not the talent of clocution, which is the 
caſe of many as wiſe and knowing men as any in 


the, Houlc, he is liable to all theſe inconxeni- 
encies, without the eclat which attends upon any 


tolerably ſucceſsful exertion of eloquence. - Can 
we conceive a more diſcourgging poſt of duty 
than this? Strip it of the poor reward of popu- 


larity; ſuffer even the excefles committed i in 


defencg 


* & » 
3 


— — 
„ —— ——— * 
- 
* * 
= 


U 


„ 


— 


- 
— — — — a 


= © 
, rr — __—__—___—_ 


_ RTE 


— — A 


N — 
5 f ph 8 
8 — 
rr ICE Re 


=_ * * CI * " „* * . „ * 
* G ä 
A , 
* " 
l 1 
C * 
f * 
F _ 
, k — 
9 be " 
- 


| | incapacities, would not Macs ine the juft claims 
2 final judicature, if they had not laid it down as 


9 
, 
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popular intereſt, to become a 


defence ' of the 
ground for the majority 'of that Houſe to form a 


diſqualification out of the line of the law, and at 
their pleaſure, attended not only with the. Joſs of 


the franchiſe, but with every kind of perſonal 
—If this ſhall ha the people of this 


kingdom may be affured that they cannot be 


firmly or faithfully ſerved 1 by any man. It is 
out FA the nature 55 men and things that they 
ſhould; and their preſumption will be equal to 
their folly, if they expect it. The 


The power ofthe 
people, within the laws, muſt ſhew itfelf ſui og 
to rotect e ntative in the animat 


or that duty cannot 


de performed. The Houſe of Commons can 


never be a controul on other vip of Govern- 
ment unleſs they are controuled themſelves 
_ their conftityents; and unlefs theſe con 
es fome right in the choice of that - Houſe, 
Which it is not in the power of that Hoyle to 
take away. If they ſaſſer this power of arbi- 
trary a eee 5 ſtand, they have mag f 
ryerted every other power of the Houſe of 
ommons. The late proceeding, I will not ſay, 


| 4 onſet it muſt be ſo; for the power 


which is claimed cannot, by any poſſibility, be 
a legal power in any limited e ee 


vernment. 
The power which they claim, of A l 


ja dy principle, that they- had no rule in the 


ie of this claim, but their own * 


Net 


OA WwwaAwrcu wu os ©. 


7. 


ee esgr verre 


—_— 


4 


THE PRESENT DIS CONTENTS. 81 


Nat one of theiriabettors has ever undertaken to 

- pd the:rindple:af wikench,/;the ſacks on 
degree of ddinquency, on which the Hoyſe of 
Commons will — the mode of proeceding | 

upon it, nor the evidence upon which it is eſta- 

bliſned. Ihe direct /canſequence ef which is, | 
that the firſt franchiſe of an Engliſhman, and 
that on Which all the: reſt vitally depend, is to 
be forfeited for ſome offence which no man knows, | 
and! which is to be proved by no known rule 
whatſoever'of legal evidence. This is ſo anoma 
lous to our whole conſtitution, that I will ventur 
to lay; the, moſt trivial right whieh. the _ 

8, never was, norican be, ted in 
"2 * here 1 71 
Abe whole of their ukiepot' on is lfabitthea , 


1 


Woo OY... «”ẽ n Ä? cr, 


; Jaws; No; we do not contend fot this power. 


both competent and ſupreme, what we declare to 
be law becomes law; although it thould not have 
deen ſo before. Thus the citeumſtance of having, 
a no aphra from their, juriſdiction is made to imply 
that they have no rule in the exerciſe of it; the, 
: nt does not derjve its validity frem its. 
| i <anformity//to; the law; but prepoſterouſſy the 
| law is made to attend on the judgement; and the 


3 — hn. i AAS „ 


rule of the judgement, is no other than the oxca-, | 


honal will of the Houſe, An arbitrary diſcretion 
leads, legality follows; which is Juſt” che very 
baute and deſcription of a legiſlatiye act. 
«| This chaim in their hands was no barren theory. 

8 Ik was purſuad into its utmoſt conſequences; and 
lng G op a Cangetous 


upon this metbod-of arguing. .. We do not make / 
| We only declare law; and, as we axe a tribunal 


— — 


- 
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practice. A ſyſtematic: ſpirit has been ſhewn 
upon both fides. The electors of Middleſex 


had voted incapable; and the Houſe of Commons 


Middleſex had not choſen. By a conſtruction 
on that legiſhtive power which had been aflum- 
ed, they declared that the true legal ſenſe of the 
eounty was contained in the minority, on that 


inca ity, be contained in any minority: 

hen any conſtruction of law 1 
the ſpirit of the privilege-it was meant to ſupport, 
it is a vicious conſtruction, It is material to us 


o be repreſented really aud ng fide, and not 
in forys types and d thadows, and Actions of 


merely n e of form, to- latisfy ſome 


method and rule of. technical reaſoning; it- M 


or a Maevius, a fohn Doe or Richard. Roe, in 
the place of a — 3 choſen; not-a'prin« 


eiple ch. Was jn well ſatisfied with one 
man as withanother.” It 1s a right, the effect of 


which is to give to the people, that man, and rh 


| 331 Ir” voices, 5 
Den vely given, they declare that ey 


feeling; not an ens #ationr and creature of law 5 
nor can thoſe devices; by which any thing elſe is: 
fobſtituted In the place of ſuch an actual choice, 


a dangerous principle bas begot a correſpondent 


. choſe a perſon whom the Houſe of Commons 
bas taken in a member whom the electors of 


oceaſion; and might, on a reſiſtance to a vote of 


not a principle wich might ſubſtitute a Titius 


Fnow, eſteem,” love, and truſt, This: right is a 
matter withm their 'own power of judging and 
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the Houſe of Commons to free them from the 
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E .cnd of repreſent=. 


ation 

-1 know that the * — of law have made PR 
ſtrained conſtructions in other caſes. Such is the 
conſtruction in common recoveries. The method 
of conſtruction which in that caſe gives to the 
pon in remainder, for their ſecurity and repre- 
entative, the door-keeper,-cryer, or ſweeper of 
the Court, or ſome other ſhadowy being with - 
out ſubſtance or effect, is a fiction of a very 
coarſe texture. This was however ſuffered, . 
the acquiefoence of the whole kingdom, for | 
becauſe the evaſion of the old ſtatute of cd. 
minſter, which authoriſed perpetuities, had more 
ſenſe and utility than the law which was evaded. 
But an attempt to turn the right of election into 
ſuch a farce and mockery as a fiQtitious fine and 

„will, 1 hope, have another fate; becanſe _ 
the laws which give it are infinitely dear to us, and | 
the evaſion is 1nfinitely contempt ib 
'The people indeed have been told) that this u 5; Mb 

power * difcretionary diſqualification is veſted 5-9 1 
ur bands that they may truſt, and who will be { ure t U . 
not to abuſe it to their prejudice, Until I find 4 . 
ſomething in this argument differing from that on Me << 
which every mode of deſpotiſnr has been defends -r »f el 
ed, 1 ſhall not be inclined to pay it any great /v&-+ 4 
compliment. The people are ſatisfied to truſt _ | 
themſelves with the exerciſe of their own privi- 3 
leges, and do not defire this kind intervention of | 


| 
| 
| 


durthen. They are certainly in the right. They 
ought not-to truſt the Houſe of Commons with a 
- AB. power 
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power over their franchiſes: becauſe the conſti- 
tution, which placed two other coordinate powers 
to controul it, repoſed no ſuch confidence in that 
body. It were a folly well deſerving ſervitude 
for its puniſhment, to be full of confidence where, 
the laws are full of giſtruſt; and to give to an 
Houſe of Commons, arrogating to its ſole reſolu- 
tion the moſt harſh and odious part of legiſlative 
authority, that degree of ſubmiſſion which is due 
only to the Legiſlature itſelll. 
5 When the Houſe of Commons, in an endeavour 


to obtain new advantages at the expence of the 
ther orders of the State, for the benefit of the 
 |[Gommons at large, have purſued ſtrong meaſures; 


—— —— 


the conſtituents ſhould connive at all their pro- 
ſcoeedings; becauſe we were ourſelves ultimately 
to profit. But when this ſubmiſſion is urged to 
us, in a conteſt between the repreſentatives and 

ourſelves, and where nothing can be put into their 
+ |{cale which is not taken from ours, they fancy us 
to be children when they tell us they are our re- 
preſentatives, our own fleſh and blood, and that 
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The very deſire of that body to have. ſuch a 
-|truſt contrary to law repoſed in them, ſhews 
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if it were not juſt, it was at leaſt natural, that 


all the ſtripes they give us are for, our good. 
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miraculous operation, to overrule the courſe of 
nature. a | 5. 4 KY » 

But we muſt purpoſely ſhut our eyes, if we con- 
fider this matter merely as a conteſt between the 
Houſe of Commons and the Ele&ors: The true 
conteſt is between the Electors of the kingdom 
and the Crown; the Crown acting by an ipftru- 
mental. Houſe of Cemmons. Te 15s preciſely the 
ſame, whether the Miniſters of the Crown can 


Mfqualify by a dependent -Houſe of Commons, 
or 5 Oo ndent- court of Ar. Chamber, of by 
a dependent court of King's: Bench. If once | T. 
Members of Parliament can be practically con- 
vinced, that they do not depend on the affection 
or opinion of the people for their political being; 
they will-give themſelves over, without even an 
appearance of reſerve, to the influence of the | 
Indeed, a Parliament unconnected with the 
people, 18 efſential to a Miniſtry un connected 
with the people; and therefore thoſe who ſaw 
through what mighty difficulties the interior 
Miniſtry waded, and the exterior were dragged, 
in this buſineſs, will conceive of what prodigi- 
ous importance, the new corps of King's 'men 
held this principle of occafional and perſonal in- 
capacitation, to the whole body of their deſign. 
When the Houſe of Commons was thus made 
to conſider itſelf as the maſter of its conſtituents, 
there wanted but one thing to ſecure that Houſe 
againſt all poſſible future deviation towards po- 
pularity; an unlimited fund of money to be laid 
out according to the 8 of the Court. 
Ne * 


N. i ra antibande 35 
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To compleat the ſcheme of 8 Court 


to a reſemblance to the neigh 
it was neceſſary, in 3 to oy thoſe ap- 
propriations of revenue, which ſeem to limit the 
Property, as the other laws had done the powers, 
of the Crown. An opportunity for this pur- 
| 2 was taken, upon an application to Parliament 
r payment of the debts of the Civil Lift ; which 
in 1769 had amounted to 513,000 J. Such ap- 
plication had been made upon former occaſions; 
but to do it in the former manner would by 
| na means. anſwer the prefent purpoſe. 
Whenever the Crown had come to the Com- 
mons to defire a ſupply for the diſcharging of 
. debts due on the Civil Liſt ; it was always aſked 
and granted with one of the three followin qua- 
lifications; ſometimes with all of them. Eiher 
it was ſtated, that the revenue had been diverted 
from its purpoſes by Parliament: or that thoſe 
duties had fallen ſhort of the ſum for which they 
were given by Parliament, and that the intention 
of the Legiſlature had not been fulfilled: or that 
the money required to diſcharge the Civil Liſt 
Debt, yas to be raiſed chargeable on the Civil Liſt 
duties. In the reign of Queen Anne, the Crown 
. was found in debt. The leſſening and granting 
away ſome part of her revenue by Parliament 
Was alledged as the cauſe of that debt, and pleaded 
as an equitable ground, ſuch it certainly was, for 
_ diſcharging it. It does not appear that the duties 
which were then applied to the ordinary Govern- 
ment prõduced clear above 58000 f. a year; 
> are when they Were afterwards granted! to 
George 
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account fully for the neceſſities of the Crown. 
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ge the Firſt, 120,000 J. was added, to com- 

plete the whole to 700, ooo J. a year. Indeed it 
was then aſſerted, and, I have no doubt, truely; 
that for many years the net produce did not 
amount to above 5 50,000 . The Queen's ex- 
traordinary charges were beſides very conſiderable; 
equal, at leaſt, to any we have known in our 
time. The application to Parliament was not 
for an abſolute grant =_ money; but to em- 

wer the Queen to raiſe it by borrowing u 

the Civil Lift funds. 7 NE 
- The Civil Lift debt was twice paid in the 
reign of George the Firſt. The money was 
ranted the ſame plan which had been 
ollowed im the reign of Queen Anne. The Civil 
Liſt revenues were then mortgaged for the ſum 
to be raiſed, and ſtood charged with the ravſom 


of their own deliverance. 


George the Second ed: an addition to 
his Civil Lift. Duties were granted for the pur- 
ſe of raiſing 800,0co/. a year. It was not 
until he had reigned nineteen and after 
the laſt: rebellion, that he called upon Parliament 
for a diſcharge of the Civil Lift debt. The ex- 
traordinary charges brought on by the rebellion, 


However, the extraordinary charges of Govern- 
er were not thought a ground fit to be relied 


, deficiency of the Civil Lift duties for Gal 
years before, was ſtated as the principal, if not the 
tion to Par- 
this time the 
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produce of theſe duties had fallen pretty low; 


and even upon an average of the whole reign 
they never produced $00,000), a year clear to 
the Treaſury. Het Feen 161 5807 
That Prince reigned fourteen years afterwards : 


not only no new demands were made; but with. 


ſo much good order were his revenues and ex- 
pences regulated, that, although many parts of 
the eſtabliſhment of the Court were upon a larger 
and more liberal ſcale than they have been ſince, 
there was a conſiderable ſum in hand, on his 
deceaſe, amounting to about 170, oo J. appli- 
cable to the ſervice of the Civil Liſt of his preſent 
Majeſty. So that, if this Reign commenced with 
a greater charge than uſual, there was enough, 
and more than enough, abundantly to ſupply all 
the extraordinary expence. That the Civil Lift 
ſhould have been exceeded in the two former 
reigns, eſpecially in the reign of George the Firſt, 
Was not at all ſurprizing. His revenue was but 

700,000/. annually; if it exer produced ſo much 
clear. The prodigious and dangerous diſaffection 
to the very being of the eſtabliſhment, and the 
cauſe of a Pretender then powerfiilly; abetted 
from abroad, produced many demands of an ex- 
traordinary nature both abroad and at home, 
Much management and great expences were 
neceſſary. But the throne of no Prince has ſtood 


upon more unſhaken foundations than that of 
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minal act: as ſuch, Miniſters ought naturally 
rather to have withdrawn it from the inſpection, 
than to have expoſed it to the ſcrutiny, of Par- 
liament. Certainly they ought, of themſelves, 
officiouſly to have come armed with every ſort 
of argument, which, by explaining, could excuſe, 
a matter in r of preſumptive guilt. . But che 
terrors of the Houſe of f Commons are no longer 

Miniſter s. 

the other hand, the peculiar: character of 
8 Houſe of Commons, as truſter of the public 
purſe, would have led them to call with a 
punctilious ſolicitude for every public account, 
and to have examined into Rem with che moſt 
rigorous accuracy. 

The capital uſe of an account is, thatthe — * 
of the SE e, the reaſon of i incurring it, and the 
ws _—_ neceſſity of — it, ſhould all 
r antecedent to the payment. No man ever 
ays firſt, and calls for his —.— afterwards; 
cauſe he would thereby let out of his hands 
1 principal, and indeed only effectual, means of 
compelling a full and fair one. But, in national 
buſineſs, there is an additional 1 for a pre- 
vious production of every account. It is a Jr 
perhaps the only one, upon a corrupt and pro- 
digal = of public money. An account after 

yment is to no rational. purpoſe an account, 
3 the Houſe of Commons thought all 
theſe to be antiquated. principles; they were © 


opinion, that the moſt Parliamentary way of 
proceeding was, to pay firſt what the Court 
1 r to demand, and to take its chance 


for 
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I bor an examination into accounts at ſome time of 


greater leiſure. 7.9 MP OF TIC? 
The nation had ſettled $0,006 4 a year on 

the Crown, as ſufficient for the ſupport of its 

_ dignity, upon the eſtimate of its own Miniſters. 


| When Miniſters came to Parliament, and ſaid 


that this allowance had not been ſufficient for the 


purpoſe, and that they had incurred a debt of | 


© oo, ooo l. would it not have been natural for 
arliament firſt to have aſked, how; and by 


what means, their appropriated allowance came 


to be inſufficient? Would it not have ſavoured 
of ſome attention to juſtice, to have ſeen in what 


2 of Adminiſtration this debt had been ori- 


inally incurred? that they might diſcover, and, 

need were, animadvert on the perſons who were 
found the moſt culpable? To put their hands 
upon fuch articles of expenditure as they thought 


or exceſſive, and to ſecure, in future, 


"ſuch — or exceeding? Ac. 
ns — oogfr Nog op rpoſes are but à matter of 
no Roe Parliamentary objett. 
Al th the” accounts iich could anſwer any Parlia- 
, mentary were refuſed, or poſtponed by previous 
. queſtions.” Every idea of prevention "a rejected, 
4 3 fe bag an improper fuſpicion of the Miniſters 
e 
When every leading account had been refuſed, 
man othets were granted with fufficient facility. 
But with great eandour alſo, the Houſe was 
informed, that hardly any of them could be ready 
until the next ſeſſion; ſome of them fan — 
| fo * But, in order firmly to li 
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It was alledged, 


Civil Lift was all along argued upon the fame 
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precedent of payment previous to account, and to 
form it into a ſettled rule of the Houſe, the god 
in the machine was brought down, nothing leſs 
than the wonder-working Law of Parliament. 
that it is the law of Parliament, 


when any demand comes from the Crown, that 


the Houſe muſt go immediately into the Com- 
mittee of Supply; in which Committee it was 


allowed, that the production and examination of 


accounts would be quite proper and regular. It 
was therefore carried, that they ſhould go into 


the Committee without delay, and without ac» 
counts, in order to examine with great order 
and regularity things that could not poſſibly 
come before them. Aſter this ſtroke of orderly 
and Parliamentary wit and humour, they went 
into the Committee; and very generouſly voted 
the payment. AE He | 
There was a circumſtance in that debate too 
remarkable to be overlooked. This debt of the 


footing as a debt of the State, contracted bs wa 
national authority. Its payment was urged as 


equally preſſing upon the public faith and honour; 


and When the whole year's account was-ſtated, 
in what is called The Budget, the Miniſtry valued 


themſelves on the payment of ſo much public 
debt, juſt as if they had diſcharged” 500,000]. f 


navy. or exchequer bills. Though, in truth, their 


payment, from the Sinking Fund, of debt which 


was never contracted by Parliamentary authority, 
was, to all intents and purpoſes, - ſo much debt 
incurred, But ſuch is the preſent notion of mo 
3:34) b Credit, 
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credit, and payment of debt. No wonder that it ty 
produces cbieffefts)'s bit b5111) 030,17 Arad 


Nor was the e all more attentive to a 
provident ſecurity againſt future, than it had been 
toa vindictive retroſpect to paſt, miſmanagements. 
J ſhould: have thought indeed that a Miniſterial 
promiſe, during their on continuance in office, 
might have been given, though this would have 
been but a poor ſecurity for the publick. Mr. 
Pelham gave ſuch an aſſurance, and he kept his 
word. But nothing was capable of extorting from 
our Miniſters any, thing which had the leaſt re- 
ſemblance to a promiſe of confining the expences 
of the Civil Liſt within the: limits which had been 
ſettled by Parliament. This re ſerve of theirs I look 
upon to be equivalent to the cleareſt declatation, 
that they were reſolved upon a contrary coutſe. 
| However, to put the matter beyond all doubt, 
in the Speech from the Throne, after thanking 
Parliament for the relief ſo liberally granted, the 
Miaifters inform the two Houſes, — they will 
endeavour to confine the expences of the Civil 
Government — within what limits think you? 
thoſe which the law had preſcribed ? Not in the 
leaſt — fſuch limits as tile honaur f the 
+. Crown can poſſihly admit“. 

Thus they eſtabliſhed an arbitrary ſtandard for 
+þat dignity. which Parliament had defined and 
Umited to a Agua ſtandard. They: gave them- 
' ſelves, under the lax and indeterminate idea of the 
honour F the Crown, a full looſe for all manner 
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2 iy k and all manner of corruption; | T is 
arbitrary & — were not afraid. to hold 
| out 
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out to both Houſes; while an idle and unopera- 
tive Act of Parliament, eſtimating the dignity 
of the Crown at 800,000 J. and confining it to 
that ſum, adds to the number of obſolete ſtatutes 
which load the ſhelves of 2 without _ 1 
of advantage to the people. 
| Aſter this proceeding, I proſe! "that no man 
can be! fa:week as to think: that the Crown is 
limited to any ſettled allowance whatſoever. For 
| if the-Miniſtry has 800, oo0 /. a year by the law ob 
| the land ; and if by the law of Parliament all the 
| debts which exceed it are to be paid previous to 
the production of any account; I preſume that this 
is equivalent to an income with no other limits 
than the abilities of the ſubject and the madera- 
tion ot the Court; that is to ſay, it is ſuch an 
income as is poſſeſſed by every abſolute Monarch 
in Europe. It amounts, as a perſon of great ability 
ſaid in the debate, to an unlimited power of draw- 
| ing upon the Sinking Fund. Its effect on the 
publio credit of this kingdom muſt be obvious; for 
in pain is the Sinking Fund the great buttreſs of all! 
the reſt, if it be in the power of the Miniſtry to 
reſort to it for the payment of any debts which 
they may chooſe to incur, under the name of the 
Civil Liſt, and through the medium of a Com- 
mittee, which thinks. itſelf abliged by lav to vote 
ſupplies without any other account than ehrt of the 
mere exiſtence of the debt. «14173 41. 10 
Five hundred thouſand pounds is a ſerious fs 
But it is nothing to the prolific principle upon 
which the ſum was voted; à principle that may 
| BY well called, he fruitful mother of an bundred 


more. 
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moe. Neither is the damage to public credit of 
very great conſequence, hen compared with 


. b Aner- conſtitation, from the exhauſtleſs 

mine of corruption. opened by the precedent, and 

to be wrought by the princ = of the late pay- 
ment of the debts of the Civil Liſt, The power 
of diſcretionary diſqualification by one law of 

Parliament, and the neceſſity of paying every debt 

df the Ciuil Lift 1 2 Parliament, if 
fuffered to paſs unnoticed, muſt eſtabliſh" ch a 

fund of rewards and terrors as will make Parliament 

the beft. appendape a! - 0 arbitrary power 

= ever/ was invented: This 

is felt. The quarrel is begun cen the Repre- 

| ſentatives-/and. the People. The Court een 
have at length committed them. of! 

In ſuch a ſtraĩt the wiſeſt _; well ku gee 
and the boldeſt ft The circum- 
ces are in a great meaſure new. We hure 

any land-marks from the wiſdem 

| aly follow 

ing in other caſes. 1 

know: the with which my obſervations 

on Our 2 — diforders have been made; I am 
very ſure of the 1 of the motives on which 
they ate publiſhed: I cannot be equally confident 
orga the the abſolute cure''of thoſe dif- 


into more public 
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that Which reſults to public morals and to the = 


orders, or for their certain future prevention. 


ſagacity of others work upon 


u. -1r is not uncommon ann rl 
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deſcribe hiſtories of diſeaſes very accurately, on 
whoſe cure they can ſay but very little. 

The firſt ideas which generally ſuggeſt, Rea 1n W 
Klus, for the cure of Parliamentary diſorders, x. O. 
are, to ſhorten n | 
to diſqualify all, or a number of p —_— 
3 the Houſe of Commons, hat. 5c, Alan 

ever efficacy there may be in thoſe retnbcdies, 25 
e e ſtate of things it is impoſſi- 4 
* va) ger A reſtoration 5 the right of . * 

on is a preliminary Indiſpenſable to every r tone, 
other refoemation: What alterations ought after - A. A., 
Wards to be made in the conſtitution, WAALMNEE: 22 
of deep and difficult reſearch.” q ren 

If I wrote merely to pleaſe the popular palate; 
it would indeed be as little troubleſome to mo 
as to another, to cxtol theſe remedies, ſo famous 
in ſpeculation, but to which their ad- 
mirers have never attempted ſeriouſty to reſort in 
practice. I confeſs then, that I have no ſort of 
reliance upon either a Triennial Parliament, ora 
Place · bill. With regard to the former; perhaps it 
might rather ſerve to counteract, than to promiots 
the ends that are propoſed by it. To ſay nothing 
of the horrible diſorders among the pevple- attend- 
ing frequent elections, I ſhould be fearful of com- 
every three years, the t gentle e 
men of the country into a conteſt wit the e 
fury. It is eaſy to ler which of the contending 2 | 
parties wonld be ruined firſt. Whoever has taker» + © 
a careful view of public dings, ſo as to 
endeavour to d his lations on his -ex- 


Fant, muſt have obſerved how prodginly . 
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_  ifhonot a Parliament, than it is in the intermediate 
dnl , wben Members fit a little firm on their 
ſests. The perſons of the greateſt Parliamentary 
WES experience, with whom I have converſed, did 
..  canſtantly,' in canvaſſing the fate of queſtions, 
alley ſomething to the Court · ſide, upon account 
of che elections 1 or imminent. The evil 
complained of, it exiſts in the preſent ſtate of 
* — would hardly be removed by a triennial 
Parliament: for, unleſs the influence of Govern- 
ment in elections can be entirely taken away; the 
. they return, — — 


harraſs private 
men will, be cor — bn fly 2p the Ettles, 
| fyRematic iptereft — Government, and to the re- 
ſourees of a boundleſs Civil Liſt. Cextainly ſome- 
thing may be done, ee done, 
towards: deſſening that; influence in cle dions: 
and this will be neceſſary upon a plan cither of 
bonger or ſhorter duration of Parliament. But 
nothing can ſo perfectly remove the evil, as not 
to render ſuch contentions, too frequently re- 
2 utterly. rumous, firſt to 8 of 
e, and, then to independence of ſparits.. As 


Lam only giving an opidion on This. point, and 
_ Bot at oo ee it in an adverſe line, I hope 4 
may be be excuſed in another obſer vation. With 


eat:truth I. may aver, that] never remember to 


ave:talked on this ſubject with any man 
— Sy with public buſineſs, who! canſidered 
ſhort: Parliaments, as a real improvement of the 


ee Gentlemen, warin;in. .a pophlar 
caule, 
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rhuſe, are ready enough tb attribute all the decla- 
' cattons-of ſuch perſons to d motives. But 
the habit of affairs, if, on one hand, it tends to 

vorrupt che mind; furniſhes it, on the other, 
with tlie means f better en e The 


Ane ap6n a für Wich ch. 
nt lations of thivſe who ane leſs practiſed in buſes: 
purer intentions, have not 


of . judging. It is, beßdes, an 
al bloat ain) uiente malignity to imagine 
N- tha Grom} 'Stateſman is of courſe corrupt; a 


upon every cunſtitutional Runs 
pon ſome finiſter intereſt. | 


he that bis —_— 
ill * ſdely — 


3% 


be, 


ly —ů— remedy is a Place- bill. The 2 . Place» Ach 


d, Fly in-both 5 I mean, the opinion 
—— many, of tlie infallibility 
of laws and regulations, in the chre of public 
Without bei 3 
ful as many are —— confident, I will only 
1ay, that this alſo is a matter very well worthy 
of ſetious and mature reflexion. It is not eaſy 
to foreſee, what the effe& would be, of diſcon- 


who Hold civil employments, and of ſueh mighty 


thould have a intereſt in the forms of the 
conſtitution, than that they ſhould have none at 
all. This is a ion altogether . 
the diſqualification. of a particular deleription o 
1 Officers from few n Parrot or, 
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Li, 


netting with Parliament, the greateſt part of tho. 


and important bodies i hee e e l | 
eſtabliſhments; It were better, perhaps, that they 
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votes in elections. In the former cafe, only 


fiderable: But a great official, a pro- 
feffional, a great military and . all 
neceſſarily comprehending many people of the 
firſt weight, ability, wealth, and ſpirit, has been 

ually formed in the kingdom. Theſe new 
antereſts muſt be let into a ſhare of repreſenta- 
tion, elſe poſſibly they-may be inclined to deſtroy 
thoſe inſtitutions of which they are not permitted 
to partake. This is not a thing to be trifled with; 
nor is it every well-meaning man, that is fit to 


put his hands to it. Many other ſerious: confi- 


1 derations oceur. I do not open them here, 
__ 'becauſe they are not directly to my ſe; 
| _ tpropofing only to give the reader ſome taſte: of 


the difficulties that attend all capital changes in 
the conſtitution; juſt to hint the uncertainty, to 
= . Ffay no worſe, of preventing the Court, as long. as 
919 it has the means of influence abundantly in its 
power, of applying that influence to Parliament; 
= and perhaps, if the public method were precluded, 
 _ of doing it in ſome worſe and more dangerous 
= method. Underhand and oblique ways would 
= be ftndied; The ſcience of evaſion, already tole- 
bol underſtood, would then be brought to o 

greateſt perfection. It is no inconfiderable 
17 3 how much of an evil as to 
18 be tolerated ; left, by attempting a degree of 
pu impracticable n e times and 
manners, inftead- of cutting off the ſubſiſting ill 
practices, new corruptions might be produced 
tr the concralment and ſecurity of the old. It. 
Wor © | 14 N were 
Eu 


the few are affected; in the latter, only the incon- 


* 


* 
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ſtands on a nice equipoiſe, with ſteep, 
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were better, u that no influenee a 
could aflect the mind of a Member of Par- 
Kent. But of all modes of influence, in in my 
opinion, a place under the Government is the 
leaſt Ars ul to the man wWho holds it, and 
by far the moſt ſafe to the eountry. I would 
not ſhut out that ſort of influence which is open 
and viſible, which is connected with the dignity 
and the ſervice of the State, when it is not in my 
power to prevent the influence of contracts, of 
. ſubſcriptions, of direct bribery, and thoſe innn- 
merable methods of clandeſtine corruption, which Ar 
are abundantly in the hands of the Court, and 
which will be applied as long as theſe means of 
corruption, and the ING to be. corrupted, = 
have exiſtence amongſt us. Our 3 


AOTHUITCULY 


and deep waters upon all ſides of it. $4 rer 
N = from a dangerous leaning towards one 
ere may be a rjſque of overſetting it on 
= —— Every project of a material change in 
a Government ſo — as ours, combined 
at the ſame time with external circumſtances ſtill * 
more complicated, is a matter full of difficulties; /* 
in which a conſiderate man will not be too ready 
to decide; a prudent man too to mg, $\ 
or an honeft man too ready to bey 
do nat reſpect the publick nor — — WhO 
engage for more, than they are ſure that they 
ougbt to attempt, or that they are able to per- 
form. Theſe are my ſentiments, weak perhaps, { 
but honeſt and unbiaſſed; and ſubmitted en- 
e to the opinion of grave men, well affected, 
H 2 10 


| 2 7 „ 

ane Ts o TAE Aus or 

ts the conftitution of their 

perience in what ny beſt te or hurt it. 

Indeed, in the ſſtuation in which we ſtand, 
- with an 'immenſe- revenue, an enormous 
— | mighty eſtabliſhments, Government itſelf 4 great 
8 and a great merchant, I ſee no other way 
A. frog, br the preſervation of a decent attention t6 p ublic 
= ' intereſt in the Repreſentati res, but h — 
f of the budy of" the. prople io, whenever it ſhall 


Ae 


tives are going to grey leap: the — of the 


Inter 118 a maſt unpleatant remedy. Bur, 
| if ic be a legal remedy, it is intended on ſore 
occaHH to be uſed ; to be vſed then only, when 
it is evident that nothing ele can hold e 

I! ſtitotion to its true principles; $1769: 04991 
_ ſubjeds'of apprehenſion and — * the Taft 
© century 7 in this, the diſtempers of Parliament. 
| ws fo It is not in Parliament alone that the remedy for 
Narliamentary diſorders carr be compleated; hardly 


' \f indeed can it begin there. e ee 
105 | — is ve-eſtabliſhed the people oug 

1 5 excited to a more © ie and detailed at. 

" tention- to the conduct of their Repreſentatives. 

Standards, for judging more ſyſtematically u 

* , ought to be ſettled in the er. 
8 "ings of counties and corporations, Frequent and 

= - „ A. 
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country, and of ex- 


appear, by ſome — =S and 8 act, by 
ſome eapital innovation, chat t epreſenta-- 


| | law, and to introduce an arbitraty power. This 


portant yo 
., 4 7 er By 


— * 
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ſupport, It is this blind and undiſtingui 
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fucly means foniething be done. 
— it may appear who io ats pays. { 
by en iadiſcriminate ſupport of all Adminiftras | 
tions, have totally bamithed all cintegrity - and | 
conñdence out of public proceedings; have con- 
founded the dell men with the worſt; and 
weakened and diſſolved, inſtead of ſtrength» 
ening and compacting, the general frame of 
Government.” If any perſon is more concerned 
for government and order, than for the beer 
ot his country ; even be is equally concerned 
to put an end to this courſe: of indiſcriminate 


ſupport; chat feeds the ſpring of thoſe rery difor- 
ders, by which he is frighted into the armsof the 
faction which: contains in itielf the ſoutee of aH 
diſorders, by enſecbling alb the viſible ana regular 
authority of the State. The diſtemper iincreaſet| 
by his · injudicious and n ende guard, 
or pretences, for the cure of it. 
An exterior Adminiſtration, choſen for ids 
impotency, or after it is choſen putpoſely ren- 
dered impotent, in order to be crop . 
ſervient, will not be obeyed. The laws them- 
ſelves will not be teſpected, when thoſe who 
execute them are deſpiſed: and they wilb he 
deſpiſed, when their power is not immediate 
from the Crown, ar natural in the kingdom. 
Never were Miniſters better ſupported in Be. 


liament. Ea Fatliamentarx ſupport comesan® gots | 


Weit Is Gorernm ſtrengthened > It _ 
weaker and weiket, The — gains 
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1 THOUGHTS ON THE CAUSE OF 
upon it every hour. Let us learn from our ex- 
perience. It is not ſupport that is wanting to 
reſts upon public opinion, it is not indeed bui 
upon a rock of adamant; it has, however, ſome 
ſtability. But when it ſtands upon private 
humour, its ſtructure is of ſtubble, and its foun- 

dation is on quickſand. I repeat + it again 
He that ſupports every Adminiſtration, ſubverts 
all Government. The reaſon is this. The whole 


buſineſs in which a Court uſually takes an intereſt 


gore on at preſent equally well, in whatever 
hands, Whether high or low, | wiſe or fooliſh, 
ſcandalous or reputable; there is nothing there- 
Fore to hold it firmi to any one body of men, 
jor to any one; conſiſtent; ſcheme. of politicks. 
Nothing intetpoſes, to prevent the full opera- 
tion of all the caprices and all the paſſions of a 
Court upon the ſervants of the publick. The 
_ ſyſtem of Adminiſtration is open to continual 
ſhocks and changes, upon the principles of the 
meaneſt cabal, and the moſt contemptible in- 
_ ttigue, Nothing can be ſolid and permanent. 
Al good men at length fly with horrour from 
ſuch a ſervice. Men of rank and ability, with 
the ſpirit which ought to animate ſuch men 
in a free ſtate, while they decline the juriſ- 
diction af dark cabal on their actions and their 
fortunes, will, for both, chearfully put them- 
ſelves upon their country. They; vill truſt 
anquiſitive and. diſtiaguiſhing Parliament ; be- 


. 


. Ixcauſe it does enquire, and does diſtinguiſh, If 


- (they act well, they know, that in fuch- a Par- 


:Jiament, they will be ſupported againſt any 
20 8 intrigue 4 


6 


3 


THE PR ee NT DIScONTENTS. 203 
intrigue; if they act ill, they know that no 
intrigue can protect them. This fituation, hoe 
ever aweful, is honourable. But in one hour, 
and in the ſelf- ſame Aſſembly, without any 
aſſigned or aſſignable cauſe, to be precipitated 
from the higheſt authority to the moſt marked 
neglect, bly into the greateſt peril of life 
— 8 a ſituation full of ee and 
deſtitute of honour. It will be ſnunned equally 
by every man of * and every man of 

wit. 
— Such are the tonſaquences of the diviſion of the 
Court from the Adminiſtration; and of the divi- 
ublic men among themſelves. By the 
— 5 lawful — is undone; 
by the latter, all ſition to lawleſs. power is 
rendered impotent. Government may in a great g 
meaſure be reſtored, if any confiderable bodies of | | 
men have honeſty and reſolution enough never | 
to accept Adminiſtration, unleſs this garriſon. of 

King's men, which is ſtationed, as in a citadet, 
to controul and enflave it, be entirely broken ; 
and diſbanded, and every work they have thrown / 
up be leveled with the ground. The 3 
: cof public men to keep this corps 
to act under it, or to co- te + crys 
Touchſtone, by which every. Adminiſtration ought 
in future to be tried. There has not been one 
which has not ſufficiently experienced the utter in- 
compatibility of that Faction with the public peace, 
land with all the ends of goad Government: ſince, 
if they oppoſed it, they ſoon loſt every power of 
Aerving the Craven * theyaſubmitted to it, the, 
* H 4 8 loſt 
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loſt: all whe. cficein af their country.: U il 
- Mimiſters: give to“ che publick a full -of 
thei entire alienation from that ſyſtem, how- 

| ever plaufible their pretences, - — . be ſure 
bee. intent conkers 33 
dutie 

Wait! 


do the: 1 The ele ought 

1 elferm T no Ic cupabIe in thei r to 
 —pIve 3 mg öde in Partiament to Tuch an Ac 
W Ran to mak LE ae ung it; to 
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be — arr — ou gt in 
N ain the enquiry which is reec unend — 
— ne of the principal holdu , 
= ——_ ſyſtem; ._ Which) 20s 120g GU 
8 Ul 
| r ions in the kin 
> 1. Hee his Cabal has, With great ſi 
F n dodtrine-which feoves 
. of Kregchery; and ——————— degree 
* 5 cautitenance;/it nil be: utterly ſenſeleſs W 
* loak. for: a vigorous oppoſicion to the Court! P art. 
The, doctrine is this: That all political connex- 
ERECT &Ribas, and us ſuch: 
ought: to xpajed end. deſtro and that 
the rule for for —— mere per- 
ſonal ability, rated bythe judgemetitof this Cabal 
upon it; and taken bydmughto — diviſion 
L 8 nh This decrve 
1. WR. 5 "was 
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comſiderable. man, by: 
the Whole, has his value, and. his uſe out af it, . 
the 
the ü 
— into enthuſiaſm, can — bimſeif 
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was: ſolenmly ted by: the head of the 
Court cops, the. Earl of Ber bimſelf, in a 

* made, in the year 17665 againft 
then Adminiſtration; the only Adminiftra- 
rnehr e "A ft been ne | 
to OppoIie. :; | 

: It is indeed in e wondfel, that ſuch 
perſons: ſhauld make fuch declarations. That 
Connexion and Faction are uivalent terms, is an 
opinion which has been — enlogwniatall. 
times by unconſtitutional Stateſmen. The reaſon 
is evident. Whilſt men are linked together, they 
1 communicate the alarm of any 
Tbey are enabled to fathom it with 
— — ta oppoſe it with united 
ftrength.. Whereas, when they lie — | 
without concert, order, or diſeipline, c | 
nication is uncertain, counſel difficult, 7 re- 
ſiſtance impracticable. Where men are not ac- 
quainted with each other's principles, nor N 


; experi- , 
enced. in each other's: talents; nor at all. practiſed | 


in their mutual. habitudes and "BS 
joint efforts in bufineſs;; no-perſpnat 'canfidence, : 

no ſriendſhip, no common intereſt, ſubũſting 
among them; it is evidently ĩimpoſſihle that the 


can At a. publc part with uniformity, petſe- 


verance, or eſſicacy. . 
8 ba 


talents are [wholly unſorviceable to 
publick. Na man, who is not inflamed by 
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matic endeavours are of power to defeat the ſubtle 
deſigns and united Cabals of ambitious citizens. 
When bad men combine, the good muſt aſſociate; 
elſe they will fall, one by one, an eres facri- 
fice in a contemptible ſtruggle. 

It is not enough, in a ſituation of truſt in the 
| mmonwealth, that à man means well to. bis 
ountry5 it is not enougli that in his fingle perſon 
tc never did an evil act, but always voted-accord- 
ing to his conſcience, and even haran gued againſt 

very defign- which he apprehended to * Preju- 
diecial to the Seed of his country. This innox- 
[tous and ineffectual character, that ſeems formed 
upon 4 plan of apology and diſculpation, falls 
miſerably ſh6rt of the mark. of public duty. Tbat 
duty demands and requires, that what is right 
id not only be made known, but made pre- 
_ boalent; that What is evil ſhould not only be 

detected, but defeated. When the public man 
. to put himſelf in a fituation of doing his 
duty with effect, it is an omiſſion that fruſtratos 
e df his: truſt almoſt as much as if he 
had formally betrayed it. It is ſurely no very 
rational aceount of a man's life, that he has always 
"acted right; but has taken ſpecial care, to act in 
te — — — —4 
polibly be ve of an 15 7 
27 40 Kot wonder that the behaviour of many 
parties ſhould haue made perſons of. tender and 
ſcrupulovs virtue ſome what out of humour with 
all ſorts of connexion in politicks. L admit that 
people frequently acquire in ſuch confederacies 
2 F 0 and proſeriptive ſpirit; bre 
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I 9 other. capable of forming firmer, 
| en, more pleaſing, more honourable, and 
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they are apt to ſink the idea of the g gre gr 
1 — and partial in | 
where uy render cel be ken ds 
one, it is our buſineſs to from the evi 


attendant upon it; and — to fly from the ſitu- 
ation itſelf. If a fortreſs is ſeated in an 88 
ſome air, an officer of the garriſon is obliged to 


de attentive to his health, but he muſt not deſert 


his ſtation. Every profeſſion, not excepting the 
glorious one of a ſoldier, or the ſacred one of a 
ieſt, is liable to its own particular vices; which, 
owever, form no argument againſt thoſe ways of 
life; nor are the vices themſelves inevitable to 
every individual in thoſe | profeſſions. Of ſuch 
a nature are connexions in politicks; effentially 
neceſſary for the full performance of our public 
duty, accidentally liable to degenerate into faction. 


- Commonwealths. are made of families, free com- 


monwealths of parties alſo ;: and we may as well 


affirm; that our natural regards and ties 2 blood 


tend ine vitably to make men bad citizens, as that 


the bonds of our party 1 Rp | 
'we are held to our country. | 


Some legiſlators went ſo a as to kk neu- 
trality m party a crime againſt the State. I do 


not know Wh this might not have: been rather 


to overſtrain the principle. Certain it is, the beſt 
; patriots in the greateſt -commonwealths have al- 
ways commended and promoted ſuch connexions. 


- Idem ſentire de republica, was with them a prin- 
Hande and attachment; nor 


more 


Salley 
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more virtuous habitudez. The Romans carricd 
his principle a great WNqay. Even the holding of 
offices together, thel diſpoſnion of which aroſe 
fram chance not ſrlection, gave riſe to a relation, 
which xontinued for ft. It was culled ne- 
efitudo artis; and it was looked upon with a 
acted revertner. Breaches of any of theſe kinds 
of civil relation wert — acts of the 


mot. diſtinguiſhed turpitude. he whole people 
was diſtributed into political ſocieties; in Which 


they acted in — ſuch intereſts in the 
State as they ſeverally affected. For it was then 
thought: no crime, to einleavour by every homeſt 
means to advance to ſuperiority and pomer thoſe 
| of your own ſentiments and This wiſe 
people was far from imagining that choſe con- 
nexions had no tie, and obliged to no duty; 
but that men might quit them without ſhame, 
upon every call of intereſt. They believed 
pricate) honqur to be the great foundation! of 

publie truſt ; that friendſtiip was no inean ſtep 


towards patriotiſm; that he whoz in the com- 
mon intercourſe of life, ſhewed be regarded 


ſomebody: befides himdelf, when he came to act 
in a 
ſome other inttreſt thair his own; Never may 
| we become jilus ſages que: tes ſager, as the French 
comedian has happily 


the wiſe and good men who have lived before us. 
1 . with, to ſee public and private 


virtues. not diſſonant and jarring, and mutually 


deſtructive. but harinoniouſly combined, grow- 
iug out of unt another in à noble and 


„ n gradation, 


tuation, might probably conſult 


expreſſed it, wiſer than all 
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adation, reciprocally fupporting and N 
one of the moſt fortunate periods of dur hiſt 
this country was governed by a connexion; 1 
mean, the great connexion of Whigs i in the reign 
of Q. Anne. They were co 72 85 — 
the Principle of this connexion poet who. 
was in high eſteem with them. Addon, who: 
knew their ſentiments, could not praiſe them 
for what they confidered as no proper fubject of 
commendation. As a poet who knew his buſi- 
neſs, he could not applaud them for à thing 
which in general eſtimation was not highly re- 
putable. Addrefling himſelf to Britain, WY 


- Thy favourites gr ow nat up by fortune's ſport,, 

Or from the crimes or folltes of a court. 

On the firm baſis of deſert they riſe, - 
From long-try'd faith, and frienaſpifp” s boly, ties,” 

_ The Whigs of thoſe days believed that the 
ity proper method of riſing into power was. 
through hard eſſays of rade friendſhip and 
experimented fideliey:. At that time it was not 

imagined, that patriotiſm was à bloody idol, 
which required the ſacrifice of children and pa» 
rents, or deareſt connexions in private life, and 
of all the virtues that riſe from thoſe relations: 
They were not of that ingenious paradoxical 
morality, to imagine that 7 07 of moderation — 
was properly ſhewn in patiently bearing the ſuf-- 
ferings of your friends; or that diſintereſtedneſs 
was clearly manifeſted at the ęxpence of other 
1 ce fortune, They believed that no men 
could act with effect, who did not act 9 
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that no men could act in concert, who did not 
act with confidence; and that no men could 2 
with confidence, who were not bound 
by common 2 common allections, and 
common in 
Theſe wiſe men, for ſuch I — call Lord 
Sunderland, Lord. Godolphin, Lord Sommers, 
and Lord Marlborough, were too well princi 
in theſe maxims upon which the whole fabrick of 
public ſtrength is built, to be blown off their 
"a by the breath of every childiſh talker. 
y were not afraid that they ſhould be called 


an pt na Junto ; or that their reſolution to 


ftand or fall together ſhould, by placemen, be! in- 
ter ed into a ſcuffle for places. FO? 
arty is a body of men united, for promoting 


by their joint endeavours the national intereſt, 


n ſome particular principle in which they are 
K For my part, I find it impoſſible to 
concelve, that any one believes in his own poli- 
ticks, or thinks them to be of any weight, who 
refuſes to adopt the means of having them re- 
duced into practice. It is the buſineſs of the 
ſpeculative philoſopher to mark the proper ends 


of Government. It is the buſineſs of the poli- 


tician, who is the philoſopher in action, to find 


out proper means towards thoſe ends, and to 


employ them with eſſect. Therefore every 
honourable connexion will avow it as their firſt 


purpoſe, to ports every juſt method to put the 


men who hold their opinions into ſuch a condition 


as may enable them to carry their common plans 
into execution, with all the power and authority 
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of the State. As this power is attached to certain 


ſituations, it is their duty to contend: for theſe 
ſituations. - Without a proſcription of others, they 


ate bound to give to their own party the prefer - 


ence in all things; and by no means, for private 


conſiderations, to accept any offers of power in 


which the whole body is not included; nor to 


ſuffer themſelves to be led, or to be controuled, 
or to be over-balanced, in office or in council, 
by thoſe who contradi& the very fundamental 
principles on which their party is formed, and 
even thoſe upon which every fair . connexion 
muſt ſtand. Such a generous contention for 


power, on ſuch manly and , honourable maxims, 


will eaſily be diſtinguiſhed from the mean and 


intereſted ſtruggle for place and emolument. 


The very ſtile of ſuch perſons will ſerve to 


diſcriminate, them from thoſe numberleſs impo- 


ſtors, who have deluded the ignorant with pto- 


feſſions incompatible with human practice, and 


have afterwards incenſed them by practices be- 
low the level of vulgar rectitude. 


It ian advantage to all narrow wiſdom 1 and hr a 


narrow. morals, that their maxims have a plauſible 
air; and, on a curſory view, appear 8 to firſt 


principles. They are. light and portable. "They 
-are_as current as [copper coin ;. and about as yalu- 
able. They ſerve equally the firſt capacities and 
the loweſt ; and they are, at leaſt, as uſcful to 
the worſt men as the beſt. Of this ſtamp is the 
cant of Not men, but meaſures; a ſort of charm, 
by which many. people get looſe from every ho- 
nourable engagement. When I ſee a man acting 
2 2 | | 15 
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this deſultory and diſconnected part, with as | 


much detriment to his owt» fortune as | 
to the cauſe of any party, I am not. ſuaded 
he 


that he is right? but I am ready to 
is in carne}, I reſpect virtue in all its fitu- 
ations; even when it is found in the unſuitable 
y of weakneſs. 1 lament to ſee qualities, 
rare and valuable, ſquandered away without any 
public utility. But when a gentleman with great 
viſible emoluments abandons the party in which 
he has long acted, and tells you, it is becauſe he 
proceeds upon his own judgement; that he atis 
on the merits of the ſeveral meaſures as: 
ariſe ; and that he is obliged to follow his own 
Honſeiende? and not that of others; he gives rea- 
fons which it is impoſſible to controvert, and 
diſcovers a character which it is impoſſible to 
miſtake. What ſhall we think of him who 
never differed from a certain fet of men until 
the moment they loſt their power, and who 
never agreed with U tbem in a ſingle inſtance after 
wards ? Would not ſuch a coincidence of intereſt 
and opinion be rather fortunate? Would it not 
be an extraordinary caſt upon the dice, that u 
tnan's eonnexions ſhould degenerate into faction, 
' preciſely at the critical moment when they 
"loſe their power, or he accepts a place? When 
eople deſert their connexions, the deſettion is 
'a manifeſt fat, upon which a * fimple 
iſſue lies, triable by plain men. Whether a 
«meaſure of Ge 0 be right or wrong, is my 
"matter of fact, but a mere affair of opinion, on 


ne men may, as they do, l 


4 


>. 


oY 
4 w 
d 
P 
Oo! 
C 
1 
* ar 
cl 
#t 
V 
V 
ft 
d 
:C( 
c 
Aa 
Tl 


Me 


rr 


- 


2 HE PR-ESEN T' DIS CONTENTS: 113 


le without end. But whether the indivi- 


dual things the meaſutre right or wrong, is a 
point at ſtill a greater diſtance from the reach 


of all human deciſion. It is therefore very 
convenient to politieians, not to put the judge- 


ment of their conduct on overt- acts, cognizable 
in any ordinary court, but upon ſuch matter as 


can be triable only in that ſecret : tribunal, where 
they are ſure of being heard with favour, or 
where at worſt the ſentence will be only private 
Whipping. N 8 V RT 

I believe the reader would wiſh to find no 
ſubſtance in a doctrine which has a tendency to 
deſtroy all teſt ' of character as deduced from 
conduct. He will therefore excuſe my adding 
ſomething more, towards the further clearing up 
a point, which the great convenience of obſcu- 
rity to diſhoneſty has been able to cover with 
ſome degree of darkneſs and doubt. 

In otder to throw. an odium on political con- 
nexion, theſe politicians ſuppoſe it a neceſſary 
incident to it, that you are blindly to follow 
the opinions of your party, when in direct oppo- 


ſition to your own clear ideas; a degree of ſervi- 


tude that no worthy man could bear the thought 
-of ſubmitting to; and ſuch as, I believe, no con- 
nexions (except ſome Court Factions) ever could 
be ſo ſenſeleſsly tyrannical as to impoſe. Men 


thinking freely, will, in particular inſtances, 


think differently. But ſtill, as the greater part 


of the meaſures which ariſe in the courſe of 


public buſineſs are related to, or dependent on, 
ſome great leading Sena! principles in Govern- 
Lu | ment 


« — _ 
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ment, a man muſt be peculiarly unfortunate in 
the choice of his political company if he does 
not agree with them at leaſt nine times in ten. 
If he does not concur in theſe! general prin- | 
ciples upon which the party is founded, and 
which neceſſarily draw on a concurrence in their | 
application, he ought from the beginning ta 
have choſen- ſome other, more conformiable to | 
his opinions. When the queſtion is in its 
nature doubtful, or not very material, the | 
modeſty which becomes an individual, and (in 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


ſpite of our Court tnoraliſts) that partial: 
Which becomes a'well-choſen friendſhip, wi 
frequently bring on an acquieſcence in the 
13 general ſentiment. Thus the diſagreement will 
haturally be rare; it will be only enough to in- 
dulge freedom, without violating concord, or 
_ = diſturbing arrangement, And this is all that 
ever was required for a character of the greateſt 
-uniformity and ſteadineſs in connexion. How 
men can proceed without any connexion at all, | 
is to me utterly incomprehenſible. Of what 
fort of materials muſt that man be made, how | 
muſt he be tempered and put together, who can | 
ſit whole years in Parliament, with five hundred g 
| and fifty of his fellow citizens, amidſt the ſtorm ; 
8 of ſuch tempeſtuous paſſions, in the ſharp con- | 
flict of ſo many wits, and tempers, and cha- 
racters, in: the agitation of ſuch mighty queſtions, 1 
J 
4 


in the diſcuſſion of ſuch vaſt and ponderous 
Intereſts, without ſeeing any one ſort of men, 

w hoſe character, conduct, or diſpoſition, would 
AI ea bim to affeciate bimſelf with them, to aid 
"803 e 4 | 
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and be aided in any one ſyſtem of public 
utility? 6 rh Wet, 5 
I remember an old ſcholaſtic aphoriſm, which 
ſays, © that the man who lives wholly detached 


* from others, muſt be either an angel or a 


te devil.” Whenl1 ſee in any of theſe detached 
gentlemen of our times the angelic purity 
power, and beneficence, I ſhall admit them to 

angels. In the mean time we are born only 
to be men. We ſhall do enough if we form 
qurſelves to be good ones. It is therefore our 
buſineſs carefully to cultivate in our minds, to 
rear to the moſt perfect vigour and maturity, 


every fort of generous. and honeſt. feeling that 
belongs to our nature. To bring the diſpoſitions 
that are lovely in private life into the ſervice 


and conduct of the commonwealth z ſo to be 
triots, as not to forget we are gentlemen: 
o cultivate friendſhips, and to incur enmities. 
To have both ſtrong; but both ſelected: in the 


one, to be placable; in the other, immoveable. 


To model our principles to our duties and our 
ſituation. To be fully perſuaded, that all virtue 


- which is impracticable is ſpurious; and rather 


to run the riſque of falling into faults in a 


courſe which leads us to act with effect and 
energy, than to loiter out our days without 
blame, and without uſe. Public life is a ſitu- 


ation of power and energy; he treſpaſſes againſt 


his duty who ſleeps upon his, watch, as well as 


he that goes over to the enemy. 
There is;. however, a time for all things, It 


is not every eonjuncture which calls with equal : 
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force upon the activity of - honeſt men; "_ 


Critical X d then ariſe; and 
miſtak his be not one of them. Men will 


they may ſee it when it is too late. They may 
| embody, when it will be ruinous to themſelves, 
and of no advantage to the country; when, for 
want of ſuch a timely union as may enable 


. the neceſſity of honeſt combination; but 


them to oppoſe in favour of the laws, with the 


b laws on their ſide, they may, at length, find 
' themſelves under the neceſſity of conſpiring, 


\ inſtead of conſulting: The law, for which they 
ſtand, may become a weapon in the hands of 
its bittereſt enemies; ; and they will be caſt, at 
length, into that miſerable alternative, between 


flavery and civil confuſion, which no good man 


can look upon without horror; an alternative 
in which it is impoſſible he ſhould take either 


keep 


pl diſtance, is, therefore, our firſt obliga- 
tion. Early activity may prevent late and fruit- 
t we work in the light. 
The ſcheme of the enemies of public tran- 

92 has difarranged, it has not deſtroyed us. 
reader believes that there really exiſts 


ruling by the private inclinations of a Court, 
againſt the general ſenſe of the people; and that 
this Faction, hilft it purſues a ſcheme for 


EXECUtory Government, renderings abroad con- 
temptible, 


$ 


art, with a conſcience perfectly at repoſe. - To 
that ſituation of guilt and remorſe at the 


er a Faction as I have deſcribed; a Faction 


| undermining all the foundations of our freedom, 
-.-/ | weakens (for the preſent at leaſt) all the powers of. 
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temptible, and at home diſtracted; he will believe 
alſo, that nothing but a firm combination of 
cee men againſt this body, and that, too, 


upported by the hearty concurrence of the people \, ; 
large, can poſſibly get the better of it. The | 
people will {ce the neceffity of reſtoring public | 


men to an attention to the public opinion, and * 
32 formg the confiitution to its original prin- 
"Above all, they will endeavour to keep 

the Houſe of Commons from aſſuming a character 

which does not belong to it. .They \ will endeavour 

X for. its exiſtence, for its 

powers, and its priytleges independent. of every. 

other, and as dependen themſelye 
offible. his ſervitude is to an Houſe of 

Commons {like obedience to the Divine law). 
perfect freedom.“ For if they once quit this 

natural, rational, and liberal obedience, having 

deſerted the on! roper foundation of their 

power, they ber eek a ſupport in an abjet_ _ | 

and unnatural dependence 83 elle. When, 

through the medium of this juſt c connexion with _ , 

their conſtituents, the genuine dignity of the 

Houſe of Commons is reftored, it will begin 

to think of caſting from it, with Torn, as badges 

of ſervility, all the falfe ornaments of illegal - 

power, with which it has been, fof ſome time, | 

diſgraced. It will begin to think of its old 1 

office of STIs It will, not ſuffer, that i 


by 


laſt of evils, to predominate in the country: 3: 5 þ 
men without ph confidence, public opinion. "= 
natural connexion, or mutual truſt, inveſted „ 
with all the powers of Government. H "= 
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When they have learned this: leſſon themſelvxs, 
they, will he willing ang able to 17255 the Gott, 
that it is the true Eidreſt of the Prince to. have 
but ane Adminiſtration; and that one com- 
poſed thoſe who recommend Ek elves $9 
their Sovereign through the o of 
Huntry, and not by their ul Fg 6 
favourite. Such TED will ſerve 125 Sovereign 


With affection an d fidelity ; becauſe his choice noe of 


them, upon ſuch principles, is a compliment to 


their virtue. They will be able to ſerve him 


effeQually ; 2 LA they will add the weight of 
che country to the force of the executory Le 


They will be able to ſerve their King wi 
nity; becauſe they will never abuſe bs name ** 


Fi gratification of their 3 ſpleen. or avarice, 
his, with allowances human frail 2 may 


probably be the 8 character of a 


- Which thinks CHF accountable to the Hoaſe of 


»Q * 1 


Commons; when the Houſe of Commons thinks 
Itſelf accountable to its conſtituents. If othet 


0 Lau. LA, Ideas ſhould prevail, things muſt remain in their 
U fun ww ow preſent confution ; until they are hurried inte 
all the rage of civil violence; or until they fink 


to the d ad re ſe of deſpot 


